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2023 HIGHLIGHTS

SERVICE - We make helping others a top priority

In May, Public Health’s Emergency Preparedness and Community Engagement
teams hosted a community resource fair and food drive for community members
at the Diamond Head Education Center in Burnsville. The event was held in
response to a potential unhousing situation. Fifteen external and internal partner
agencies provided residents and community members with housing, legal, and
food resources. The event served over 100 families.

INTEGRITY - We are honest, fair, and accountable

In response to the opioid epidemic, Public Health took lead in launching the
Opioid Response Advisory Committee. The Committee represents the county’s
wholistic approach to serving the needs of Dakota County communities. The
group is represented by individuals with a variety of lived and professional
opioid experiences. This group is responsible for developing a comprehensive
and effective countywide approach to the opioid crisis.

PEOPLE - We value and respect every individual

In the Fall, the Women, Infants, and Children program (WIC) opened a new
location at Hastings Family Service. The new location makes it easier for
residents to access a variety of different programs along with WIC. Some of the
services provided include: a food shelf, emergency assistance, Meals on Wheels,
transportation assistance, and a thrift store.

OUR MISSION .
INNOVATION - We challenge ourselves to do things better
Collaborate to Over the summer, Public Health’s Statewide Health Improvement Partnership team
prevent disease, piloted a new Power of Produce Club. The community program was a joint effort
promote wellbeing, between St. Paul Farmers Market, the City of South St. Paul, and Dakota County.
and protect health Through the 12-week program, over 170 kids, ages 4-12, participated in the Club,

learning about Minnesota grown produce and purchasing fruits and vegetables
with free vendor tokens. This pilot was received positively by state and local SHIP
programs, paving the way for it to be implemented in other communities.

and the environment.
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