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APPENDIX Il. Letters of Support from Neighboring Communities and Public Agencies




RESOLUTION 2004-p04-%

EMPIRE TOWNSHIP

A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE DESIGNATION
OF THE“EMPIRE WETLANDS” REGIONAL PARK
WITHIN EMPIRE TOWNSHIP

WHEREAS, “Empire Wetlands” has been preliminarily identified by the Dakota County Board
of Commissioners as a potential site for a regional park; and

WHEREAS, “Empire Wetlands” was selected by the County as a preferable site for a potential
regional park in Dakota County because of its unique natural features, proximity to urban
populations in the County, need for additional recreational opportunities acquisition feasibility,
and potential partnership opportunities with the University of Minnesota and the Department of
Natural Resources; and

WHEREAS, the “Empire Wetlands” area is included within the area identified in the Empire
Township Smart Growth Pilot Study — Perpetuating the Hard Edge as a potential Wildlife
Management Area; and

WHEREAS, Empire Township has constructed trails along the Vermillion River and has
commitments to extend the trail corridor along the River to the “Empire Wetlands™ area.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Board of Supervisors of Empire Township
supports the designation of “Empire Wetlands” by the Dakota County Board of Commissioners
as a new regional park within the County.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, Empire Township encourages Dakota County to seek
partnerships for the long term preservation, management, and public use of the “Empire
Wetlands” natural area, provided such partnerships don’t inhibit the full potential for trail
connections, public access, and public enjoyment of a larger managed facility.
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Adopted this 13" day of July, 2004.
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ATTEST:

Y, A

Kathleen B. Krippner, A&k-Treasurer




RESOLUTION No. R27-04

SUPPORTING THE LOCATION FOR A NEW DAKOTA COUNTY
REGIONAL PARK IN EMPIRE TOWNSHIP

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular meeting of the City Council of the Clty
of Farmington, Minnesota, was held in the Council Chambers of said City on the 5" day
of April, 2004 at 7:00 p.m.

Members Present: Ristow, Cordes, Fitch, Fogarty, Soderberg
Members Absent: None

Member Fogarty introduced and Member Soderberg seconded the following:

WHEREAS, there has been an identified shortage of a regional park in the Farmington
area; and,

WHEREAS, Dakota County has identified a parcel of land owned by the Butler Family
in Empire Township that could become a new regional park for Dakota
County; and,

WHEREAS, the City would benefit by having a Dakota County Regional Park located
in close proximity to its residents.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Farmington hereby supports
the location of a Dakota County Regional Park in Empire Township.

This resolution adopted by recorded vote of the Farmington City Council in open session

on the 5th day of April 2004.

Mayor

Attested to the ™" day of April 2004.
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CITY OF LAKEVILLE

RESOLUTION
Date May 17, 2004 Resolution No. 04-100
Motion by Bellows Seconded by Wulff

Resolution Supporting Dakota County Efforts
to Establish a Regional Park in Empire Township

WHEREAS, the City of Lakeville recognizes the need for additional regional
park and open spaces to keep pace with rapid development; and

WHEREAS, there is a void of regional parks facilities in the more heavily
developed and rapidly growing areas of Apple Valley, Rosemount, Farmington,
Lakeville and Empire Township; and

WHEREAS, Dakota County Board of Commissioners has authorized park
staff to initiate the siting and acquisition of a regional park managed by Dakota County;
and

WHEREAS, the proposed park location in Empire Township is supported by
all area cities including the Township of Empire; and

WHEREAS, the proposed Empire park site may be part of a multi-agency
acquisition creating other public open space areas such as aquatic management area
and a wildlife management area; and

WHEREAS, the University of Minnesota may integrate existing open space
areas known as U-MORE Park into the master planning process for the purpose of
providing additional park opportunities consisting of several hundred acres; and

WHEREAS, the City of Lakeville residents would benefit greatly from having a
regional park and associated facilities in close proximity to our community.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED the City Council of the City of Lakeville
supports Dakota County efforts to acquire, develop and manage a regional park in
Empire Township.

DATED this 17" day of May, 2004.

CITY OF LAKEVILLE,

David Luick, Acting Mayor

ATTEST:
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Charlene Friedges, City C!Ierk




CITY OF ROSEMOUNT
DAKOTA COUNTY, MINNESOTA

RESOLUTION 2004-62

A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE PLANING OF
A REGIONAL PARK IN EMPIRE, MINNESOTA

WHEREAS, The City of Rosemount participated in a discussions regarding the need for a
regional park to serve our residents and,

WHEREAS, there has been an identified shortage of a regional park in the Rosemount area and,
WHEREAS, the regional park would be a valuable asset to our community’s quality of life and,

WHEREAS, the City of Rosemount supports the development of a future regional park for its
enhancement of our community’s outdoor recreational opportunities and,

WHEREAS, the City of Rosemount supports the development of a future regional park for its
positive impact on our community’s natural resources.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of the City of Rosemount
adopts a resolution to support efforts of Dakota County to develop a regional park in Empire
Township.

ADOPTED this 18" day of May, 2004.

William Droste, Mayor

ATTEST:
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Linda Jentink, City Clerk

Motionby: Riley Second by: Shoe-Corrigan

Voted in favor: Riley, Strayton, DeBettignies, Shoe-Corrigan, Droste

Voted against: None

Member absent: None




Minnesota Department of Natural Resources

1200 Warner Road
St. Paul, Minnesota 55106

651.772.7900 RECEIVED

October 20, 2004 OCT 2 2 2004
Dakota County Board of Commissioners

Dakota County Administration Building DAKOTA COUNTY
1590 Highway 55 ADMINISTRATION

Hastings, MN 55033-23
RE: Empire Wetlands Proposed Regional Park and Natural Area Plan
Dear Commissioners:

We have reviewed the Empire Wetlands Acquisition Master Plan dated August 2004, and would like to take
this opportunity to express our strong support for the project. The DNR has long had an interest in protecting
the high quality natural resources of this area and in expanding opportunities for public hunting and angling in
this part of Dakota County.

The preliminary management concept for the overall area, which includes proposed WMA/AMA (Wildlife
Management Area/Aquatic Management Area) lands in addition to the Regional Park, is generally consistent
with the DNR’s vision for this area. However, we would like to point out several issues that will need further
discussion. First, we note that the southern portion of the proposed regional park encompasses the open water
wetland and surrounding oak woodlands, which provide some of the highest quality wildlife habitat on this
site. We would like to work closely with the County to assure that the management and uses of this portion of
the park, preserve these habitat values and not preclude uses of the adjacent WMA for hunting, trapping and
the discharge of firearms.

We also have some concern about the proposed trail system through the WMA/AMA as shown on the map
labeled “Possible Park Development/Use Areas”. Trails are generally prohibited in WMASs due to safety and
wildlife disturbance concerns. While we agree that trails will be an important and desirable feature for the
overall project, careful consideration and further discussion is necessary to determine the best location and
types of trails and assure that all of the recreational uses contemplated for this project can be accommodated.

Be assured that we are committed to working creatively with the County to resolve these issues and bring this
exciting project to fruition. We greatly value the opportunity to collaborate with you on this initiative.

Sincerely,

[tk 4. L allen_ ﬁw e
Kathleen Wallace im Bremicker

Central Region Director Regional Wildlife Manager

C: Dakota County staff: Steve Sullivan, Kurt Chatfield, and Al Singer

An Equal Opportunity Employer Who Values Diversity

DNR Information: 651-296-6157 1-888-646-6367 TTY: 651-296-5484 1-800-657-3929





