
Take the Stormwater Runoff Challenge!
Down 

1. When mowing the lawn, keep ____   ____ off streets and driveways. 

2. Surfaces that allow water to soak in are called “pervious;” surfaces that don’t 

allow water to soak in, such as rooftops, sidewalks, and parking lots, are called 

____. 

3. A ____ is a planted area between a home, farm, or business and the shoreline 

of a lake or river. It is a natural water filter, preventing harmful pollutants in 

stormwater from reaching the lake or river. 

5. One quart of ____, a fluid used in cars, can pollute two million gallons of 

water. 

7. Fertilizers provide ____ that “feed” plants, which is good for crops, but bad for 

lakes and rivers. 

8. In Minnesota, three out of four households get their drinking water from ____.  

9. Healthy rivers and streams have natural curves that help slow the current and 

improve habitat; these rivers don’t flow straight, they ____. 

11. ____   ____ have very long roots and help stabilize soil. 

12. Stormwater runoff from impervious surfaces and bare soil washes ____ into 

lakes and streams and makes the water cloudy.  

18. Rain water that runs down the street into the ____   ____ goes directly to 

rivers, lakes, or wetlands without any pollutant removal. 

Across 

4. A marshy, wet area called a ____ helps prevent flooding, improve water 

quality, and provide habitat for waterfowl and other wildlife. 

6. The watershed you live in is called the ____   ____ Watershed. 

10. Place a ____   ____ under a shortened downspout to collect rooftop rain 

water and use it later to water the lawn and plants. 

13. Pollution coming through a pipe directly into a water body is called “point” 

source water pollution.  Pollution in runoff that comes from many locations to 

a water body is called ____ source water pollution. 

14. When cutting the grass, leave grass clippings on the ____, where they can 

reduce the need for commercial fertilizer. 

15. Leaves, grass clippings, and vegetable food wastes can break down into ____, 

a great soil amendment for gardens. 

16. An attractively designed area to collect and filter rain water is called a ____. 

17. The land area that drains into a specific lake or stream is called its ____. 

19. Carp and other ____   ____ reduce native fish species and stir up sediment.  

20. When using ____ on your lawn, make sure it contains no phosphorus, apply 

only as directed, and use as little as necessary – more isn’t always better.  
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Choices 
raingarden nutrients  storm drain native plants 
buffer Vermillion River  nonpoint  oil 
grass clippings compost  meander  rain barrel 
fertilizer wetland  sediment  watershed 
impervious lawn 
rough fish groundwater 
 



 

 
 
 

For information call Dakota County 
Extension at 651-480-7700 or visit 

www.soiltest.cfans.umn.edu.  


