
DRAFT Resolution for a Greening Initiative Resolution

Approval Of Participation In County-Wide Greening Initiative

WHEREAS, Dakota County and its cities have been leaders in the development of collaborative efforts to increase efficiency, effectiveness, and responsiveness in providing safe and healthy communities; and

WHEREAS, in 2004 a joint City-County Steering Committee was created to identify and implement intergovernmental collaboration through High Performance Partnerships (HiPP) actions and projects; and

WHEREAS, Dakota County and its cities continue to recognize that opportunities for greater intergovernmental collaboration exist and deserve consideration; and

WHEREAS, there is a consensus among the world's leading scientists that global warming caused by greenhouse gas emissions is among the most significant problems facing the world today; and

WHEREAS, it is apparent that increasing greenhouse gases (GHGs) are changing the climate in ways that pose serious risks to Dakota County’s health, economy, and environment; and


WHEREAS, local governments have a unique role to play in reducing greenhouse gas emissions and preparing for the impacts of climate change through their local jurisdiction over policy areas such as air quality, land use planning, transportation, zoning, forest preservation, water conservation, and wastewater and solid waste management; and

WHEREAS, many public entities in Dakota County are already implementing actions to reduce greenhouse gases; and

WHEREAS, it is the HiPP Steering Committee’s goal for Dakota County and its cities to reduce greenhouse gas emissions through collaborative efforts, creating communities in Dakota County where people can live, work, and recreate for generations to come; and

WHEREAS, the economic arguments for implementing a countywide initiative are compelling, from the near-term economic gains of energy efficiency to the long-term climate stabilization that can prevent irreparable harm; and

WHEREAS, in 2007 the HiPP Steering Committee recommended that the County and the cities participate in a countywide Greening Initiative to reduce greenhouse gas emissions; and

WHEREAS, the Greening Initiative will prepare a framework for applying local and global initiatives as a collaborative project to improve the quality of life for all in Dakota County.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the City of _____ in collaboration through the HiPP will participate in the Greening Initiative; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the following commitments will be made through the HiPP Greening Initiative:
i. Adopt Greening Initiative policy in local comprehensive plans

ii. Sign the U.S. Mayor’s Climate Protection Agreement

iii. Join ICLEI’s (Local Governments for Sustainability) Cities for Climate Protection Campaign 

iv. Participate in creating a countywide greenhouse gas inventory 

v. Establish greenhouse gas reduction targets

vi. Develop and implement a countywide action plan to reduce greenhouse gases

vii. Develop and implement a City-specific action plan to reduce greenhouse gases

viii. Provide leadership through public education, open dialogue, and partnerships

