
Landfill Host Community  

Environmental Legacy Fund (ELF) Grant 

Pilot Program  

Organization: 

Contact: 

Contact Email: 

Contact Phone: 

Expenditure Category (page 3): 

Collaborators: Partner Organizations, research institutions, state/federal agencies, non-profits, local 
businesses, etc.  

Funding Background: Additional grants, private investment, or organizational match funds for the project. 
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Program Description: Describe the project or program including information on how it will be implemented. 

Include information on what the desired outcome is.  

Statement of Need: Describe what the program or project will attempt to address and the population that 

will be served.  
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Appendix: 

Include the staff qualifications, certifications, and skills. Describe the organization and include information 

indicating the organization’s capacity to implement and sustain the program.  

Attach any relevant items in the appendix including letters of support, research support, organizational 

collateral, annual reports, etc.  

Goals and Objectives: Describe the project objectives in measurable terms. 

Budget: Include in the budget all expenses for your project to including necessary training costs including any 

co-funding from other sources.  

Evaluation: Provide information on the metrics that will be used to determine the effectiveness of the project 

or program. 
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Landfill Host Community 

Environmental Legacy Fund Grant 

Pilot Program 

Appendix 
 

 
Staff Qualifications 

 

 
The primary staff that will be involved with the Land acquisition, Assembly/Building Demolition Program are: 

 
Jenni Faulkner, Community Development Director- over 20 years' experience in planning and 

community development 

Ryan Peterson, City Engineer- over 15 years in city operations 

Regina Dean, Assistant Community Development Director- over 15 years’ experience in planning and community 
development  

Jamie Scheffer, Economic Development Coordinator -7 years of economic development experience  

Consultants 

The following consultants are engaged with Burnsville on an ongoing basis and could be utilized with this program: 

 
Ehlers & Associates Inc. 

Bolton & Menk 

WSB 
 

 
 

Organization Description  
 

 
Burnsville is located in northern Dakota County roughly 14 miles south of downtown Minneapolis. The city 

limits encompass about 27 square miles of land area. Burnsville has experienced many transitions over the past 

five decades including incorporation from a rural township in 1964, through rapid suburban development 

during the 1970's and 80's, into a mature suburban community facing redevelopment opportunities today. 

 
Burnsville's development follows that of a traditional suburban pattern. The city developed as a suburban 

community due to its geographic location (within the Twin Cities Metropolitan Area), good highway access, and 

close proximity to the Minneapolis/St. Paul (MSP) International Airport. Burnsville is over 98% developed and is 

home to an estimated 61,290 people, over 2,500 businesses, and contains almost 1,800 net acres of parks and 

wildlife refuge lands. 

 
Throughout its history, many internal and external forces shaped our community. In addition to close proximity to 

Minneapolis/St. Paul and the MSP International Airport, external forces that have shaped the community include 

its location adjacent to the Minnesota River; proximity to major transportation infrastructure including Interstates 

35W and 35E, State Highway 13, Cedar Avenue, County Road 42, Cliff Road, and two railroads which, when 

combined, form the backbone of our community. 

 
Internal forces that have shaped Burnsville include: development of the Burnsville Center, Fairview Ridges 

Hospital Campus, and HOC; industrial and business park development; Buck Hill; neighborhood 
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growth; regional resources including landfills, limestone quarry, a power plant, and numerous public parks; 

and rich natural resources including the lakes, wetlands, hills, and wooded areas that attract people to live and 

play here. Finally, the people that live, work and own property in Burnsville are our most valuable asset and 

through individual contributions, volunteerism, public service and key partnerships, they influence the makeup 

of this community. 

One of the major contributors to the success of Burnsville as a great place to live, play, go to school, own/operate a 

business and visit is the City's commitment to long-range planning, imaginative thinking, strong leadership, 

cooperative partnerships and the will to define innovative ways to address community issues. Burnsville 

recognizes that successful relationships between public leadership and private sector investment culminate in the 

long-term economic sustainability of our community. Burnsville's success is due in part, to its willingness to 

explore unique programs and financial incentives to attract development and re-investment in our community 

Burnsville has a long history of planned development will drive its' redevelopment efforts.  Burnsville's past 

history is a testament to its ability to implement and sustain this program if given the requested grant funding. 

Relevant Items 

Final 2040 Comprehensive Plan: 

http://burnsvillemn.gov/434/2040-Comprehensive-Plan-Update 

Center Village Redevelopment Vision: 

http://burnsvillemn.gov/1978/Burnsville-Center-Village-Redevelopment- 

Economic Development Strategic Plan: 

http://burnsvillemn.gov/DocumentCenter/View/19333/2018-Economic-Development-Strategic-Plan 

Most Recent Auditor Reports: 

http://burnsvillemn.gov/97/Finance 

Planning Information and Maps: 
http://burnsvillemn.gov/139/Planning-Zoning 
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	Organization: City of Burnsville
	Contact: Jamie Scheffer
	Contact Email: jamie.scheffer@burnsvillemn.gov
	Contact Phone: 952-895-4454
	Expenditure Category: Economic Development Activities 
	Collaborators Partner Organizations research institutions statefederal agencies nonprofits local businesses etc: Numerous business leaders and partner organizations participated in Burnsville's 2040 Comprehensive Plan discussion, the Economic Development Strategic Plan process, the Burnsville Center Redevelopment Vision, and the Integrated Marketing and Communications Plan, either as part of an advisory panel or at business open houses. A major discussion continues to be the need for redevelopment, referenced in all of these plans. Over the past several years, Burnsville has lost opportunities for businesses to locate here because of the availability of vacant land for development. Several of those lost opportunities went to adjacent Scott County. As part of this grant program, Burnsville will partner with the private sector to assist developers in taking down aging buildings to construct up to date and more functional buildings. Burnsville intends to partner with DEED through the Host Community Grant program for infrastructure needs to further assist with redevelopment as funding is available. Additionally, Burnsville has partnered in the past with Dakota County CDA in the RIG program and will continue to do so. Ongoing community development partners include the the Burnsville Chamber of Commerce, the Met Council, Open to Business, local School Districts, and Habitat for Humanity. 
	Funding Background Additional grants private investment or organizational match funds for the project: Burnsville will whenever possible apply for DEED Host Community Funds, Dakota County CDA RIG funds, or Metropolitan Council Livable Community grant funding.  If a brownfield condition exist, Burnsville would apply for funds for Dakota County Environmental (also part of the RIG) and also the DEED Brownfield Grant to assist in redevelopment of the acquired property. 

	Goals and Objectives Describe the project objectives in measurable terms: As a community with three regional landfills, Burnsville has lost significant development opportunities and subsequently tax base indefinitely. The overall goal of this request is to assist with redevelopment and increase the tax base in other areas of the City to compensate for what has been lost on some level.

Burnsville will track the current taxes generated by a building/land and the increased tax generated with the new development.

	Budget Include in the budget all expenses for your project to including necessary training costs including any cofunding from other sources: Burnsville is seeking $1,150,000 in ELF grant funds for land acquisition, assembly, and/or building demolition, soil remediation, and site cleanup. There are no specific buildings or land parcels targeted at this time. It is assumed that if any particular expenditure is greater than the ELF funding that the City will fund the difference or seek other grants to assist.
	Evaluation Provide information on the metrics that will be used to determine the effectiveness of the project or program: Increased tax base will be the prime metric used to demonstrate the effectiveness of the project.
	Program Description Describe the project or program including information on how it will be implemented Include information on what the desired outcome is: The program will involve land acquisition, assembly and/or building demolition.  Implementation will occur when strategically located sites are for sale, a developer is willing to redevelop if demolition assistance is provided, or when a developer or the City are looking for a larger parcel to accommodate a significant development.  Implementation will be driven by need and timing.

The desired outcome is to drive redevelopment to produce better and higher uses of outdated or underutilized sites. This redevelopment will result in a higher tax base for the city and county, possible better jobs and higher wages with the attraction of new companies needing more up to date and functional buildings or additional housing.

	Statement of Need Describe what the program or project will attempt to address and the population that will be served: The program is land acquisition, assembly and/or removing impediments to development such as building demolition or soil correction or contamination clean-up. Burnsville is 98% developed and some of the commercial buildings are aging and not adaptable to the newer uses (low ceiling heights, blighted, antiquated facades, etc). The program is to facilitate or purchase sites, and/or address development impediments in desirable geographic locations when they are for sale, or assist a developer who would redevelop with addressing impediments. For example, this could include demolition of aging buildings by the City (if city owned property) or assisting a developer/property owner with land aquisition combined with building demolition as part of a redevelopment project.  Overall, this program will result in increased commercial tax base with new development which will have benefits for the existing tax payer in Burnsville and in Dakota County.


