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Organics 
For cities without a new organics drop-off site opening in 2023. 

Wasted food is wasted money (or Save money by saving the food)  

No one wants to waste food. Yet 40 percent of all food goes uneaten 
each year in the United States – wasting the water, energy, labor and 
land used to grow it. That waste adds up at home, too. All the spoiled 
meat and limp lettuce costs the average family of four $1,500 a year.  

From farm to fridge, more food is wasted in our homes than any other 
part of the supply chain. Luckily, that means we have the power to 
make a difference in our own kitchens. Join the Save the Food 
Challenge to learn how to make small shifts in how we shop, prepare 
and store food to help reduce wasted food and save money.  

Get tools and join the challenge at www.dakotacounty.us, search save 
the food. 

And for all the banana peels and chicken bones that we can’t eat, sign up for Dakota County’s free 
Organics Drop Off program to turn food waste into beneficial compost. 

Partially funded by the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency and Dakota County.  

For cities with new sites in 2023 

Food scraps drop-off site coming to [enter city]  

Say ‘hello’ to the newest organics collection location in Dakota 
County. The [site name] drop-off site located at [street 
address], opens [date]. Residents can bring food scraps to the 
site for free — join our community challenge to have [number] 
residents sign up.  

Organics collection goes beyond backyard composting by also 
accepting meat, bones and dairy products. The collected food 
waste goes to a commercial compost facility near Rosemount 
where it’s processed at higher temperatures to kill bacteria and 
break down larger pieces. 

All participants receive helpful tips and free compostable bags to use at home. Sign up online at 
www.dakotacounty.us, search organics drop off, call 952-891-7557 or email organics@co.dakota.mn.us. 

Partially funded by the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency and Dakota County.  
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