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Reuse & Donation Articles and Social Media Posts
Standardized Message Requirements
1. [bookmark: _Hlk31023123]Must direct residents to Dakota County website: www.dakotacounty
2. Provide funding credit on written pieces: Partially funded by the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency and Dakota County.  
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[bookmark: _When_your_stuff]2021 Required Newsletter Article 
Online shopping to save your wallet and the planet  
The average Dakota County resident creates 2,180 pounds of waste each year. Reduce the amount we toss by buying used. Donating and shopping at secondhand stores saves you money, supports local businesses and helps you create unique style. Buying used has an added benefit: it keeps our air and water clean and saves natural resources by not having to make new products. 
You can go beyond brick-and-mortar stores to find what you need and get rid of what you don’t. Use online outlets to save the planet and your wallet. 
· NextDoor.com – look in the “For Sale” section 
· Facebook.com - for neighborhood buy/sell groups and Marketplace
· Craigslist.com 
· E-bay.com - choose “used” as a filter option
· Amazon.com - choose “used” as a filter option
· thredUP.com - for women and kid clothing and accessories 
Use a safe site to exchange in person like a Swap Spot at the police or Sheriff departments. Get tips for selling and buying used in the Dakota County Reuse Guide at www.dakotacounty.us, search reuse guide. 
Partially funded by the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency and Dakota County. 
[bookmark: _Make_sure_your]Supplemental Articles – use as appropriate 
Borrow and share for the planet
Is the storage space in your home overflowing?  Many of us wish our basement or garage was less cluttered, more spacious, and more efficient. When it’s time for a new project, sport, or read, we buy new tools, sports equipment, and books. Instead of buying new, let’s build community through sharing. Borrowing has an added benefit: it keeps our air and water clean and saves natural resources by not having to make new products.
· Rent tools from your local hardware store like drills or pressure washers or share tools with friends and neighbors.   
· Buying sports equipment is easy, especially for kids. Check Play It Again Sports or your local secondhand store for golf clubs, basketballs and more.   
· Rent summer and winter outdoor equipment from Dakota County Lebanon Hills Visitor Center in Eagan or REI in Bloomington.
· Visit your local library for more than just books and movies. You can use sewing machines, 3D printers, and paper cutters.
· Find your next great read in your neighborhood Little Free Library (littlefreelibrary.org).  
· Become a member of a sharing library like the Minneapolis Toy Library (mplstoylibrary.org) or Minnesota Tool Library (mntoollibrary.org).
By borrowing and sharing instead of buying, you’ll spend less money, keep your home organized, and simplify your life while helping the planet. Check out the new directory and map of where to buy used, rent and donate at www.dakotacounty.us, search donate.
Make sure your stuff creates happiness 
Declutter to have less debt from buying needless items, less upkeep and less stress. Take a trip through your house and get rid of what you don’t use, but do it in a way that is good for the environment— donate, sell, borrow and repair.
· Do you need all those kitchen gadgets? Donate those that you no longer use. Try using simple, durable tools to replace your electric gadgets.
· Donate unwanted clothes, jewelry and furniture to a secondhand store. Find the closest location to you and find out what organizations pick-up from your home in the Reuse in Dakota County Guide at www.dakotacounty.us.
· Donate gently used sheets, blankets and towels to Bridging Inc. in Bloomington or Neighbors Inc. in South St. Paul.
· Get your broken items fixed so they will be useful again. Attend a Fix-It Clinic to get free repair help or bring them to one of the many local repair businesses. 
· The next time you feel you need a new gadget, book or tool, buy it used or ask your neighbors to borrow it through apps like NextDoor or Facebook.
Check local donation options at www.dakotacounty.us, search donate or [enter city information if available online].





[bookmark: __Borrow_and][bookmark: _Sell_online_to]Sell online to help your wallet and the trash can  
When it comes time to clean out your home storage, remember the old adage: one man’s trash is another man’s treasure.  Don’t toss items that would be useful to others. Instead, sell them. 
Earn extra cash by selling stuff you no longer need on one of these online sites and phone apps. 
· NextDoor: www.nextdoor.com 
· Craigslist: www.craigslist.com 
· Facebook Sale Groups: www.facebook.com – search for your city or neighborhood 
· E-bay: www.ebay.com 
· thredUP: www.threadup.com for women and kids clothes and accessories 
Tips when selling and buying online 
· Don’t ignore the small stuff like kitchenware or shoes. Ten dollar sales add up! 
· Choose your price but be open to negotiation. 
· Give yourself a timeframe that you are willing to wait for an item to be sold. Try two weeks. If it hasn’t sold, lower the price or donate it instead. 
· Give details in the listing like brand and measurements. 
· Take good photos. Think about what you would want to see if you were shopping online. 
· Use a neutral place to meet someone like your city police station or Dakota County Swap Spots for added safety. 
If online is intimidating, use local consignment options for clothing, books or sporting equipment. Check the Reuse in Dakota County Guide at www.dakotacounty.us for a list of consignment stores. You’ll make money and reduce waste! 
[bookmark: _Donate_to_feel]Donate to feel good and waste less 
If you don’t have the time or ability to sell your old stuff, donate them to others who can use what you might not. From books to bedding, there are many organizations throughout the Twin Cities that are happily take your unwanted, usable stuff. 
· Drop off books to a local library, give to the Women’s Prison Book Project or put them in a nearby Little Free Library.
· Charitable organizations like The Salvation Army and Goodwill take clothing, household goods, and some furniture.  
· Clear out the lumber, cabinets, windows, doors and more and give to Better Futures or Habitat for Humanity ReStore, both in South Minneapolis. 
· Give work clothes to Dress for Success or Hosanna Church in Lakeville for clients going on job interviews.  
· Unwanted non-perishable food can be donated to a local food shelf like Neighbors Inc. in South St. Paul.
· Art Scraps in St. Paul accepts arts and craft supplies by appointment. 
· PCs for People or TechDump, both in St. Paul, accept computers and cell phones. 
Check the Dakota County Reuse Guide at www.dakotacounty.us for more charitable organizations. You will feel good about donating and keep valuable items out of the trash. 
[bookmark: _Donate_to_help]Donate to help others  
When it’s time to clean out your storage area, don’t toss items that could be useful to others. This disregard for stuff leaves our trash cans full and others wanting (or buying) the very things that are being thrown away. 

Donate your items to a charitable organization. Your goods help charitable organizations operate. Thrift stores like the Salvation Army and Goodwill are known to take clothing, furniture, and home goods, yet there are many other items you can give to organizations.
· Books – Check with your local library to see if they accept donations of books. The Women’s Prison Book Project provides donated books to women in prison. 
· Furniture – Bridging takes and even picks up quality tables, dressers, and couches.  They connect families transitioning out of homelessness and poverty with household goods. 
· Business clothes – Dress for Success takes women’s clothing that can be worn to an interview as well as scrubs and maternity wear. Similarly, Ready for Success takes men’s and women’s professional attire. 
· Building materials – Better Futures and Habitat for Humanity ReStore accept usable lumber, cabinets, appliances, plumbing materials and more. Funds from selling these materials support their missions.
· Instruments – Search Instruments in the Cloud to find a local school who needs your instrument. Keys 4/4 Kids takes pianos for several projects. 
[bookmark: _How_to_donate][bookmark: _Donate_stuff_the]Donate stuff the right way  
When you decide to replace household items or update your wardrobe, donate reusable items to outlets that can find a new home for them. Follow these guidelines to help charities and businesses to sell or use what you donate.
· Check the condition. If charities are forced to pay for disposal of items in poor condition, they will have to spend resources on trash removal instead of crucial programs and services. 
· Clean your items —especially clothes and linens— and check for personal items in pockets or furniture cubbies. Take out dead batteries from toys and electronics, but leave in batteries if they are still working.
· Contact the organization to make sure they accept the items you’re donating. Do not donate broken items, firearms, hazardous waste. 
· Bring items to a store or drop box in a suitable container like a bag or box.
· Never leave items outside of drop-off locations unless there is a designated spot.
· Ask for a receipt in case your donation is tax deductible.
Use DonateGoodStuff.org to find charities that need specific items including instruments, suits, and food.
[bookmark: _Donating_puzzles_and][bookmark: _Top_10_things]Top 10 things to buy used 
Being thrifty is more than just scoring a great deal. Finding a shirt that fits perfectly or a fun living room table at a secondhand store makes your lifestyle unique. Buying used also helps protect our environment by not using resources and energy to create new stuff. Here are the top items that you can find used to save money, add style and save resources. 
1. Books are often only read once or twice. Children’s books especially are plentiful at thrift shops and cost much less.  
2. Clothing and accessories are frequently donated before their useful life is up. Get that one-of-kind feel with a colorful necklace, almost-new boots, or cozy flannel shirt found at your local consignment, secondhand shop or online resalers like ThreadUp.com. 
3. Furniture and home décor is easy to find used especially at estate and yard sales or online. Tables, dressers and more can be refurbished for a second life. 
4. Computers and other electronics take a lot of resources to make. A refurbished laptop from stores like TechDiscounts in St. Paul costs a fraction of a new one and still works great. 
5. Musical instruments are best to buy used before you know if you or your child’s interest fades. Check out Music Go Round or local music stores to see what’s in stock. Online retailer, Reverb, connects musicians with used gear.
6. Maternity and baby clothes don’t get much wear outside the few months when they fit so why buy them new? Stores like Once Upon a Child and kids clothing swaps have everything you need.
7. Sports equipment that ends up on the resale market tends to be in excellent condition. Find used gear online or at Play It Again and Instant Replay Sports stores. 
8. Tools like hammers, hoes and wrenches will keep for decades if they are well-made and well-maintained. 
9. Toys and games cycle through kids’ lives quickly and are often still in good condition when donated.  
10. Bikes, especially children’s bikes, are everywhere and can be easily repaired if needed. 
Donating puzzles and games 
When you’re finally tired of that puzzle or your kids have outgrown their games, donate them to bring joy to someone else. Thrift stores, children’s stores and even music and used book stores take puzzles and games for resale. Be sure to check the acceptable items list of any shop before heading out to their location. You can also sell your games and puzzles yourself at your garage sale, online, or simply give them away to family and friends.
Here are tips on donating fun:
· Be sure all of the pieces and instructions are included.
· If you are missing the instructions, search online to see if you can print them off. Makes them easier to sell if someone knows how to play it.
· Put game and puzzle pieces in a bag inside the box. This helps make sure pieces don’t go missing when their being handled.
· Be sure to tape the box shut to keep things inside. 
Is your puzzle or game missing a piece? [take this section out if space is limited]
· Check with the manufacturer. If you can identify the missing piece or part, they might be able to send you a replacement at little to no cost. 
· If you’re feeling crafty, check Pinterest for all sorts of ideas to repurpose game pieces. If you aren’t in need of them for crafts, check with a pre-school or elementary school or art teacher.
· If you do donate a game or puzzle with missing pieces, please mark on the outside of the box that pieces are missing.
· Sell the remaining pieces on places like eBay, Craigslist or Etsy.
Check local donation options at www.dakotacounty.us, search donate or [enter city information if available online].
[bookmark: _Get_green_with]Get green with your gadgets 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Cell phones, iPods, gaming systems, cameras and computers are constantly being improved. Don’t just toss that old phone. Each item took a lot of resources to make. For every 1 million cell phones recycled, 75 pounds of gold and more than 35,000 pounds of copper can be captured and used again. If you’re in the market for an upgrade, be responsible when you get rid of your unwanted electronics.
Clear the cache. Delete personal data such as phone numbers and e-mails from your device before selling or donating it.
Donate devices. Donate computers to PCs for People or TechDump, both in St. Paul. Give cell phones to the National Coalition Against Domestic Violence, Cell Phones for Soldiers or the 911 Cell Phone Bank.
Get paid. More and more online organizations, like Gazelle.com or NextWorth, want to pay you for your old gadgets. Or you can sell them yourself using Craigslist or eBay. Drop off phones, mp3 players and tablets at an EcoATM kiosk at the Burnsville Mall or most Walmart stores.
Trade in. If you will be buying a new device, trading in your old one can make for a better deal. All major cell phone carriers will pay you for your old phone. Electronic retailers Best Buy, Game Stop and Target will also offer store credit for many devices.
[bookmark: _All_wrapped_up]All wrapped up 
A gift doesn’t seem complete until it’s wrapped up with a bow. Colorful and festive wrapping paper adds to our enjoyment, but also adds to our landfills. Wrapping paper is often dyed and laminated which can cause problems for recycling. Reconsider traditional wrappings and have fun with creative options. 
	▪

	▪


Opt for bags.  Start a new family tradition of using gift bags over and over. Choose bags that use simple colors and designs so you can use them anytime of the year.
Buy recyclable gift wrap. Avoid buying paper with metallic coloring, glitter and paper that is really thin. Choose Kraft paper for unique, very recyclable and inexpensive wrapping paper. Get inspired by Pinterest to see how you can make your Kraft paper stand out. 
Be creative. Have your wrapping paper reflect the gift or the person getting it with maps, calendars, blueprints or music sheets—all of which are recyclable after the present is opened.
Skip the paper. Use containers and wrapping that are a part of the gift such as baskets, scarves, towels, decorated mason jars and tins.
Reuse what you can. Save bows, ribbon and tissue paper to use year after year.
[bookmark: _Home_is_where]Home is where the heart is  
The best environmental building is the one already built, yet sometimes that building needs a makeover. Companies that separate construction waste for recycling can keep 50 to 75 percent of the materials out of the landfill. Homeowners have many opportunities during a remodel to make decisions that make less waste and even some money.
	▪

	▪


Make intentions clear when hiring contractors. Let them know reducing waste and conserving resources are priorities for you.
Choose products that will last the longest and can be repaired if needed. Cheap items don’t last and might not be easy to fix, which will cost you more in the long run. 
Measure twice, paint once. Effectively managing your construction materials is one of the most important steps to low-waste remodeling. Use the online paint calculator to buy the right amount before purchasing.
Buy used to save money. Find perfectly usable doors, windows, plumbing fixtures and more for a lot lower price. The same companies you would donate building materials to also sell construction materials. The Dakota County Recycling Zone also has a free reuse area full of paint, caulk, stains and more.
Deconstruction, instead of demolition, carefully removes a structure so that materials are recycled, repurposed or reused instead of being sent to a landfill. The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency lists a guide for deconstruction, including businesses that offer this service.
Donating your leftover or unused building materials lets someone else benefit from them, and you may be able to get a tax break. Companies across the Twin Cities collect construction materials.
Use the Recycling Guide at www.dakotacounty.us to know how to properly dispose or recycle construction materials for everything from paint to shingles to concrete. 
[bookmark: _Rent_winter_equipment]Rent winter equipment to help the environment 
Enjoy seasonal pastimes from cross country skiing to ice skating by renting equipment instead of buying new. Renting lets you try out a new winter activity without investing in equipment that may end up not getting used or quickly outgrown.
Most downhill ski areas and indoor skating arenas offer rental equipment. You can even rent fat bikes from Valley Bike & Ski or lease skis and snowboards from ERIK’s bike and ski shop.
Dakota County Parks also offers winter equipment rental at the Lebanon Hills Visitor Center on the weekends.
[bookmark: _The_Great_Costume]The Great Costume Swap 
It’s frightening how much money we spend on Halloween. Americans shell out around $3.4 billion on Halloween attire alone — candy not included. Save your money and time by trading in your superhero cape at The Great Costume Swap.
Bring clean, gently used costumes for all ages to the [location] on [date] from [time]. Sizes and styles will vary and are available while supplies last.
Or, stop by a secondhand store for new or gently used costumes and props. Find a thrift store near you in the Dakota County Reuse  Guide. Get inspired on Arc’s Value Village Pinterest board before you head out.
Social Media
Suggested Image: Donate boxes
Have you been inspired to purge your stuff by watching shows like Tidying Up with the @Konmariemethod? Get rid of your items the right way. 
Donate - use the Reuse Guide https://bit.ly/2t8mB2r
Repair - Fix-It Clinics https://bit.ly/2yilbCG
Get rid of - Recycling Guide  https://bit.ly/2Rx3xtv
#timetoclean #getridofit  
Suggested Image: Donate boxes
When your stuff doesn’t bring you joy, try selling it. Use Craigslist, NextDoor or Facebook Marketplace to sell your excess goods or an app like Decluttr or Thredup. You can use your city police station or Dakota County Swap Spots as a meeting spot for added safety. 
Suggested Image: Books 1 
The next time you feel you need a new kitchen gadget, book or tool see if you can borrow it. Use an app like NextDoor to borrow from neighbors for free.
Suggested Image: Books 2
Did you know libraries let you borrow more than just books? @DakotaLibrary has sewing machines, 3D printers, and paper cutters for anyone to use. Bonus: You don’t have to buy it, store it, or maintain it. #savemoney #nowaste  #dakotacountylibrary 
Suggested Image: Donate boxes
Cleaning out the closets? Donate gently used sheets, blankets and towels to @BridgingMN in Bloomington or @NeighborsInc in South St. Paul 





Suggested Image: Sports equipment 
They’re just going to grow out of it, right? Buy used sports equipment for kids to save money and the environment. Check Play It Again Sports or your local secondhand store for hockey pads, basketballs and more.  #savemoney #nowaste 
Suggested Image: Donate boxes 1  or Donate Tip 1
#DonateToFeelGreat Tip #1 - Contact the organization to make sure they accept the items you’re donating. If charities are forced to pay for disposal of items in poor condition, they will have to spend resources on trash removal instead of crucial programs and services.
Suggested Image: Books 1 or Donate Tip 2
#DonateToFeelGreat Tip #2 -  Drop off books to a local library, give to the @WomensPrisonBookProject or put them in a nearby @LittleFreeLibrary.
Suggested Image: Donate Tip 3
#DonateToFeelGreat Tip #3 - Clean your items —especially clothes and linens— and check for personal items in pockets or furniture cubbies. Take out dead batteries from toys and electronics, but leave in batteries if they are still working.
Suggested Image: Donate Tip 4
#DonateToFeelGreat Tip #4 – Let your unneeded computer, TV or other electronic bring joy to someone else. @PCsforPeople or @TechDump, both in St. Paul, use donated electronics to teach people skills and raise funds for other activities. 
Suggested Image: Donate Tip 5
#DonateToFeelGreat Tip #5 –  Clear out the lumber, cabinets, windows, doors and more and give to @BetterFuturesMinnesota or Habitat for Humanity ReStore (@MplsReStore) both in South Minneapolis. 
Suggested Image:  Donate Tip 6
#DonateToFeelGreat Tip #6 – Show respect charities and secondhand stores when you donate. Bring items to a store or drop box in a suitable container like a bag or box. Never leave items outside of drop-off locations without permission.
Suggested Image:  Donate Tip 7
#DonateToFeelGreat Tip #7 – Let the music play on. Donate instruments to those that need them. Search @InstrumentsintheCloud to find a local school who needs your instrument. @Keys44Kids takes pianos 
Suggested Image: Donate Tip 8
#DonateToFeelGreat Tip #8 – Suits are made to be worn. If you have extras or ones that you don’t fit into anymore, donate them. Give work clothes to @DressforSuccessTwinCities or @HosannaMN in Lakeville for clients going on job interviews.  
Suggested Image:  Donate Tip 9
#DonateToFeelGreat Tip #9 – Have leftover art supplies? Art Scraps in St. Paul accepts arts and craft supplies by appointment. Or ask your local school or daycare if they need art supplies.  
Suggested Image: Woman 1,2,3 or Donate Tip 10
#DonateToFeelGreat Tip #10 – Shop used. Donating is only half the fun. Charities and secondhand stores need you to shop used instead of buy new. Find unique styles and one-of-a-kind pieces for a fraction of the cost.   
Suggested Image: Woman 1, 2 or 4
Being thrifty is more than just scoring a great deal. Buying used also helps protect our environment by not using resources and energy to create new stuff. Buy used and donate your unneeded items to better our community, environment and your wallet
Suggested Image: 10 Things to Buy Used 
What are your favorite things to buy used? 
Find where to shop used in the Dakota County Reuse Guide https://bit.ly/2t8mB2r 
#nowaste #secondhandstyle #thrifty
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