
BAGLESS 
RECYCLING



NO BAGGED 
RECYCLABLES
 Plastic bags not allowed 

in recycling 
dumpsters/carts

 Keep Food and Liquids 
out of Recycling
 Empty bottles, cans, 

cartons

 Avoid hauler 
contamination fees



BREAKFAST IN THE 
CLASSROOM

 Don’t Forget Liquids Collection

 Pouraway Liquid Recycling Systems

https://www.pourawayusa.com/


DO I USE PLASTIC BAGS AS LINERS IN SCHOOL 
RECYCLING CONTAINERS? 

 Option 1: Don’t use plastic bags in recycling containers

 Option 2: Only use plastic bags in high-use areas where liquids are an issue

 Option 3: Use plastic bags in all recycling containers.



RECYCLING COLLECTION

 Collect recycling and trash separately with a tandem 
dolly
 Don’t tie recycling bags if used for collection

 Dump contents loose into collection container, keep 
the liner 
 Change bags only when dirty-place in trash

 Dump recycling loose into the dumpster
 Dispose of liner after use



DUMPSTER LIDS

 Dumpster Prop Tool

 Assisted dumpster lids may be 
available from your hauler

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=3&v=DXwFvI6e0sw


CART LIFTERS

 Hydraulic Bin Lifter (Toter)

 How it Works

 Options

 Webpage

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hmeFfOiBjYc
https://www.toter.com/assets/documents/products/Toter_Lifters_Digital_Verified.pdf
https://www.toter.com/professional/category/cart-lifters


MORE CART LIFTERS

 Eagle Lift

 How it Works

 Testimonial 

 Webpage

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K7PaNdb7Fuc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=45&v=LFrc20P2NT8&feature=emb_title
https://lifelineliftco.com/


BARREL WASHING 
SYSTEMS

Drumbeaters of America

 Can Washer Model TCW-100
 120 V outlet and source 

of water

 Other models available

https://www.drumbeaters.com/drum-washers
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JmxXDaZOYIs


CONSIDER USING MESH BAGS

 32” x 36” Mesh Bags

 Plastic Bags State Contract
 Look for recycled content 

(e.g., Revolution Bag)

https://www.amazon.com/Mesh-Equipment-Bag-Black-Adjustable/dp/B00OZUAUPG/ref%3Dsr_1_7%3Fdchild%3D1%26keywords%3Dmesh%2Bbags%2Bfor%2Bsports%2Bequipment%26qid%3D1585939840%26sr%3D8-7
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/osp.admin.mn.gov/sites/osp/files/pdf/b-298%285%29.pdf


CHALLENGES

 Logistics

 New processes

 Staff time

 Litter (e.g., items blowing out of recycling dumpster)
 Dakota County Ordinance 110 15.02 F: “The licensee shall take reasonable care to protect 

the property of customers being served. The licensee shall be responsible for any damage or 
spillage of solid waste as a result of the licensee or the licensee’s employees or agent’s 
action(s)”. 

 Ensure lids are closed and not overflowing

 Liquids

 Odor

https://www.co.dakota.mn.us/Environment/ReportsStudies/solid-waste-master-plan/Documents/Ordinance110.pdf


OPPORTUNITIES

 Save money on bags

 Reduce hauler contamination fees

 Ergonomic improvements for staff

 Reducing the amount of waste 
created 

 Improve hauler contract language

 Help recycling markets stay strong

 Container maintenance 

 Options for cleaning dirty 
containers

 Replacement of broken containers



QUESTIONS?

Ali Vandercook, Dakota County 
School Recycling Program 
Coordinator
ali.vandercook@co.dakota.mn.us

mailto:ali.vandercook@co.dakota.mn.us
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