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Most schools in Dakota County required 
to collect food scraps
• This requirements applies if:
• Contract to collect at least 8 cubic yards (one ton) of trash per week, and
• Have on-site dining services, and
• Generate food scraps in back-of-house operations



ORGANICS COMPOSTING 
PROGRAMS



REQUIRED ONLY IN BACK-OF-HOUSE (NON-PUBLIC) AREAS 
WITH FOOD SCRAPS

• Kitchens
• Food prep areas



WHAT IS NEEDED?

• Contract with waste hauler or 
permitted livestock animal 
feeder/manufacturer for service

• Collection containers (green color 
best practice)

• 23-gallon slim container (optional 
dolly)

• 32 or 44-gallon Brute (optional dolly)
• Labels

• Follow County Labeling Requirements
• Order our free labels 

• BPI-Certified Compostable Bags
• Certified Compostable Bags State 

Contract & Local Purchasing 
Information

• Organics Education
• Free training resources available

https://store.buschsystems.com/40000124-103725/child/-waste-watcher-single-body-30-mobius-loop-dark-green
https://www.grainger.com/product/RUBBERMAID-COMMERCIAL-PRODUCTS-Connectable-Container-Dolly-53CK42?searchQuery=53ck42&searchBar=true&tier=Not+Applicable
https://www.grainger.com/product/RUBBERMAID-COMMERCIAL-PRODUCTS-Connectable-Container-Dolly-53CK42?searchQuery=53ck42&searchBar=true&tier=Not+Applicable
https://www.grainger.com/product/RUBBERMAID-COMMERCIAL-PRODUCTS-Trash-Can-Round-35ZU71?searchQuery=35zu71&searchBar=true&tier=Not+Applicable
https://www.grainger.com/product/RUBBERMAID-COMMERCIAL-PRODUCTS-Container-Dolly-BRUTE-R-Series-4NY79?searchQuery=4ny79&searchBar=true&tier=Not+Applicable
https://www.co.dakota.mn.us/Environment/School/Requirements/Pages/school-labeling-requirements.aspx
https://www.co.dakota.mn.us/Environment/School/Help/Pages/order-labels.aspx
https://www.co.dakota.mn.us/Environment/School/Organics/Pages/organics-collection.aspx
https://www.co.dakota.mn.us/Environment/School/Organics/Pages/organics-collection.aspx
https://www.co.dakota.mn.us/Environment/School/Organics/Pages/organics-collection.aspx
https://www.co.dakota.mn.us/Environment/School/Requirements/Pages/school-recycling-education-requirements.aspx


WHAT ABOUT THE CAFETERIA?



CONSIDERATIONS
• Food Served in Bulk
• Disposable vs. Reusable Products
• Sorting at Table First
• Adult Staff Sorting Monitor
• Student Green Team/Buy-In

• “Trash Talk Tuesdays/Waste Watch Wednesdays”
• Incorporate into student roles (e.g., use grabber to pull out 

organics contaminants)
• Waste audits/sorts

• Frequent Student Education
• Cafeteria Bin Set-up/Signage

• Liquids-Recycling-Trash-Organics
• Focus on recycling first (lids?)



ACCEPTABLE MATERIALS: 
UPDATES

• Keep out non-BPI certified 
products

• Cartons
• Plastic-coated paper

• Focus on food scraps

https://products.bpiworld.org/
https://products.bpiworld.org/


BULK SERVICE

• Empower students to put directly on food or tray 
(avoid pre-portioning)
• Implement Offer vs. Serve to reduce food waste
• Decrease packaging waste and simplify waste 
sorting process
• Cost savings on products and hauling



SUCCESSFUL CAFETERIA ORGANICS 
COLLECTION REQUIRES REUSALBES

• Cost savings on products and hauling

• Decrease packaging waste and simplify waste 
sorting process

• Reduce contamination and confusion

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency: The Cost and 
Environmental Benefits of Using Reusable Food Ware 
in Schools 

https://www.pca.state.mn.us/sites/default/files/p-p2s6-16.pdf
https://www.pca.state.mn.us/sites/default/files/p-p2s6-16.pdf
https://www.pca.state.mn.us/sites/default/files/p-p2s6-16.pdf


SORTING AT YOUR 
TABLE FIRST

• Remove food from plastic 
packaging

• Organize into categories: 
• Recycling
• Trash (wrappers, bags)
• Organics (food)



STAFF AND 
STUDENT SUPPORT

• Adult Staff Sorting Monitor
• Student Green Team/Buy-In

• “Trash Talk Tuesdays/Waste Watch 
Wednesdays”

• Incorporate into student roles (e.g., 
use grabber to pull out organics 
contaminants)

• Waste audits/sorts
• Frequent Student Education



SORTING 
STATION
• Order of Bins

• Liquids, Recycle, Trash, Organics
• Labels AND Real Examples
• Recycling Right? 

• If recycling is contaminated, organics 
most likely not successful.



Saint 
Thomas 
Academy



Wasted food prevention first

• Prevent Food Waste in Schools Webpage

https://www.co.dakota.mn.us/Environment/School/Organics/Pages/prevent-food-waste-in-schools.aspx


RESOURCES
• Organics & Food Waste in Schools 
Webpage

• School Requirements Brochure

• School Waste Prevention & Recycling 
Program Mini Grant

https://www.co.dakota.mn.us/Environment/School/Organics/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.co.dakota.mn.us/Environment/School/Organics/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.co.dakota.mn.us/Environment/School/Requirements/Documents/SchoolComplianceBrochure.pdf
https://www.co.dakota.mn.us/Environment/School/Help/Pages/school-waste-prevention-and-recycling-grant.aspx
https://www.co.dakota.mn.us/Environment/School/Help/Pages/school-waste-prevention-and-recycling-grant.aspx


COMPOSTING 
EDUCATION 
FOR STUDENTS



Organics Education Requirements
• Schools must provide standardized organics education 

to all:
• Employees
• Food service staff/contractors
• Custodial and housekeeping staff/contractors
• Students (if applicable)

• Provide education:
• At least once a year
• Within 30 days of a new hire or new staff/student
• Within 30 days of substantial change to the organics 

collection program
• Education must cover:

• What to collect
• How to properly sort organics 



School Training Resources

• Free educational resources available 
from Dakota County that meet these 
requirements

• Email or newsletter article 
templates

• Presentations with talking points 
(for both students, staff and 
custodial training)

• Images and icons
• Poll
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https://www.co.dakota.mn.us/Environment/School/Requirements/Pages/school-recycling-education-requirements.aspx
https://www.co.dakota.mn.us/Environment/School/Requirements/Pages/school-recycling-education-requirements.aspx
https://www.co.dakota.mn.us/Environment/School/Requirements/Pages/school-recycling-education-requirements.aspx


OUTDOOR 
COMPOST 

BIN



WORM BIN



Other ideas



QUESTIONS?

ALI VANDERCOOK, DAKOTA COUNTY 
SCHOOL RECYCLING PROGRAM 
COORDINATOR

• 952-891-7552

• ALI.VANDERCOOK@CO.DAKOTA.MN.US

mailto:ali.vandercook@co.dakota.mn.us
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