
 

 

 

A G E N D A 
 

Dakota County Board of Commissioners 
General Government and Policy Committee of the Whole 

 
July 7, 2020 

11:00 AM 
(or following Community Services Committee of the Whole meeting) 

 
View Live Broadcast 

https://www.co.dakota.mn.us/Government/BoardMeetings/GGPCommittee/Pages/default.aspx 
 
1. Call To Order And Roll Call  

Note: Any action taken by this Committee of the Whole constitutes a recommendation to the County 
Board. 

 
2. Audience  

Anyone wishing to address the Committee on an item not on the agenda may send comments to 
CountyAdmin@co.dakota.mn.us Comments are limited to five minutes. 

 
3. Approval Of Agenda (Additions/Corrections/Deletions)  
 

REGULAR AGENDA 
 
4. County Board/County Administration  
 

4.1 County Administration – INFORMATION - Legislative Update  
 

4.2 County Administration – INFORMATION - Update And Direction On CARES Act Funding 
Overall Spending Plan  

 
5. Physical Development  
 

5.1 Physical Development Administration - Authorization For Dakota County Community 
Development Agency To Implement A Small Business Relief Program Using Cares Act 
Funds  

 
6. County Manager's Report  
 
7. Adjournment  
 
 

For more information, call 651-438-4417 
Dakota County Board meeting agendas are available online at 

https://www.co.dakota.mn.us/Government/BoardMeetings/Pages/default.aspx 
Public Comment can be sent to CountyAdmin@co.dakota.mn.us 
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DAKOTA COUNTY GENERAL GOVERNMENT AND POLICY COMMITTEE 
 

 
Legislative Update 

 
Meeting Date: 7/7/2020 Fiscal/FTE Impact: 
Item Type: Regular-Information  None  Other 
Division: County Administration/County Board  Current budget  Amendment requested 
Department: County Administration  New FTE(s) requested 
Contact: Smith, Matt Board Goal: Excellence in public service 
Contact Phone: (651) 438-4590 Public Engagement Level:  N/A 
Prepared by: Hanson, Nathan 
 
PURPOSE/ACTION REQUESTED 
Receive an update on federal legislative activities, the 2020 Minnesota special legislative session, and the status of 
County priorities. 
 
SUMMARY 
This item will offer an opportunity for the Legislative Advisory Workgroup (LAW) and staff to provide updates on 
federal legislative activities, the 2020 state special legislative session, Minnesota Inter-County Association (MICA), 
Association of Minnesota Counties (AMC), and National Association of Counties (NACo) activities, related County 
activities and other legislative topics of interest to Dakota County.  
 
The County’s federal lobbying services firm, Downs Government Affairs, has provided a written update on the 
status of the County’s federal priorities. This update is included as Attachment A. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Information only; no action requested. 
 
EXPLANATION OF FISCAL/FTE IMPACTS 
None. 
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Supporting Documents: Previous Board Action(s): 

Attachment A: Downs Government Affairs Legislative Update   
    
    
    
    
    
 
RESOLUTION 
Information only; no action requested. 
 
 
 
 
 

County Manager’s Comments:  Reviewed by (if required): 

☐

☐☐

☐ Recommend Action  
☒

☒☒

☒ County Attorney’s Office 

☐

☐☐

☐ 

  

 

Do Not Recommend Action  
☒

☒☒

☒ 

  

 

Financial Services 

☐

☐☐

☐ 

  

 

Reviewed---No Recommendation  
☒

☒☒

☒ 

  

 

Risk Management 

☒

☒☒

☒ 

  

 

Reviewed---Information Only  
☐

☐☐

☐ 

  

 

Employee Relations 

☐

☐☐

☐ 

  

 

Submitted at Commissioner Request  
☐

☐☐

☐ 

  

 

Information Technology 

 

  

 

  
☐

☐☐

☐ 

  

 

Facilities Management 

 

 

 
 

 

   County Manager  
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Monthly Report for:  
Dakota County, Minnesota 
 
 
 

 

 

 
Date: 
June 28, 2020 

 

 

 

 
Prepared by: 
Tom Downs 
Dawn Erlandson 
Mike Erlandson 
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Downs Government Affairs, LLC  

Monthly Report for Dakota County, MN 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Developments at the Federal Level  
 
 

Great American Outdoors Act (S. 3422/H.R. 1957) 
 

On June 17, 2020 the Senate approved a major conservation bill, the Great American Outdoors 
Act (S. 3422/H.R. 1957), to provide a stimulus to nationwide conservation projects, outdoor 
recreation and maintenance of national parks and other public lands.  If this bill is enacted, it 
would be the most significant conservation law in nearly half a century.   
 
We believe this is a very encouraging development with regard to seeking funding for the 
Veterans Memorial Greenway and other park and trail projects in Dakota County. 
 
The Great American Outdoors Act would permanently provide $900 million in oil and gas 
revenues for the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF), which helps secure land for trails 
and parks.  In total, federal lands may receive up to $1.9 billion per year over the next five years 
under the Great American Outdoors Act, which would make an enormous difference in 
maintaining parks and forests.  Additionally, the bill makes funding for the LWCF permanent. 
 
The Great American Outdoors Act passed the Senate with bipartisan support, on a vote of 73 to 
25.  Senator Amy Klobuchar (DFL-MN) and Senator Tina Smith (DFL-MN) voted in favor of the 
bill. 
 

Moving Forward Act (H.R. 2) 
 
On June 22, 2020, House Democratic leaders released the text of H.R. 2, the Moving Forward 
Act. The Moving Forward Act is intended to make a transformational investment in American 
infrastructure to create millions of jobs, take bold action on climate change, and address 
disparities in urban, suburban, and rural communities across the country.  
 
The more than $1.5 trillion Moving Forward Act proposal aims to rebuild U.S. communities with 
infrastructure and innovation that is smarter, safer, and made to last.  
 
The following are among the provisions of the Moving Forward Act:  
 

• The INVEST in America Act, a nearly $500 billion investment to rebuild and reimagine 
the nation’s transportation infrastructure by reconstructing roads and bridges, improving 
safety, reducing gridlock, and putting the U.S. on a path toward zero emissions from the 
transportation sector by cutting carbon pollution, investing in public transit and the 
national rail network, building out fueling infrastructure for low- and zero-emission 
vehicles, and deploying technology and innovative materials. The INVEST in America Act 
includes Buy America provisions and labor protections. 

 
1 
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Downs Government Affairs, LLC  

Monthly Report for Dakota County, MN 
 
 

 

 

Moving Forward Act (H.R. 2) (continued) 
 

• Invests in schools with the Reopen and Rebuild America’s Schools Act, which funds $130 
billion in school infrastructure targeted at high-poverty schools with facilities that 
endanger the health and safety of students and educators. This investment will help 
students get back to school and create more than 2 million jobs to help workers get back 
to work.   

 

• Addresses structural challenges and upgrades child care facilities by leveraging a 5-year, 
$10 billion federal investment to generate additional state and private investments in 
making sure that child care settings are safe, appropriate, and able to comply with current 
and future public health directives.  

 

• Invests over $100 billion into the nation's affordable housing infrastructure to create or 
preserve 1.8 million affordable homes. These investments will help reduce housing 
inequality, create jobs and stimulate the broader economy, increase community and 
household resiliency in the face of natural disasters, improve hazardous living conditions, 
and increase the environmental sustainability of housing stock. 

 

• Protects access to safe drinking water by investing over $25 billion in the Drinking Water 
State Revolving Fund and other programs to ensure all communities have clean drinking 
water and to help remove dangerous contaminants like PFAS from local water systems.  

 

• Modernizes energy infrastructure for a clean energy future by investing more than $70 
billion to transform the electric grid to accommodate more renewable energy, expand 
renewable energy, strengthen existing infrastructure, help develop an electric vehicle 
charging network, and support energy efficiency, weatherization, and Smart 
Communities infrastructure. 

 

• Delivers affordable high-speed broadband Internet access to all parts of the country by 
investing $100 billion to promote competition for broadband internet infrastructure in 
unserved and underserved communities, prioritizing those with persistent poverty. Gets 
children connected to remote learning, closes broadband adoption and digital skills gaps 
and enhances payment support for low-income households and the recently unemployed.  

 

• Modernizes the nation’s health care infrastructure by investing $30 billion to upgrade 
hospitals to increase capacity and strengthen care, help community health centers 
respond to COVID-19 and future public health emergencies, improve clinical laboratory 
infrastructure, support the Indian Health Service‘s infrastructure, and increase capacity 
for community-based care.    

 

• Modernizes and strengthens the United States Postal Service by investing $25 billion to 
modernize postal infrastructure and operations, including a zero emissions postal vehicle 
fleet, processing equipment and other goods.  

2 

-7-

4.1 - Attachment A.pdf



 
Downs Government Affairs, LLC  

Monthly Report for Dakota County, MN 
 
 

 

 

Moving Forward Act (H.R. 2) (continued) 
 

• Promotes new renewable energy infrastructure by incentivizing the development of wind 
and solar on public lands and building a workforce for offshore wind.  

 

• Promotes investments in communities by spurring private investment through the tax 
code, through a revitalized Build America Bonds program, expansions of Private Activity 
Bonds, and significant enhancements to the New Markets Tax Credit and the 
Rehabilitation Tax Credit.  
 

 
George Floyd Justice in Policing Act (H.R. 7120) 
 
On June 25, the House passed the George Floyd Justice in Policing Act (H.R. 7120).  The bill 
passed on a vote of 236 to 181.  All Democrats voted in favor of passage, as well as three 
Republicans:  Rep. Brian Fitzpatrick (R-PA), Rep. Will Hurd (R-TX) and Rep. Fred Upton (R-
MI).  Fourteen House Republicans did not cast a vote, including Rep. Tom Emmer (R-MN-6). 
 
H.R. 7120 addresses a wide range of policies and issues regarding policing practices and law 
enforcement accountability. It includes measures to increase accountability for law enforcement 
misconduct, to enhance transparency and data collection, and to eliminate discriminatory 
policing practices.  The bill facilitates federal enforcement of constitutional violations (e.g., 
excessive use of force) by state and local law enforcement.  
 
Among other things, the Justice in Policing Act does the following:  

• lowers the criminal intent standard—from willful to knowing or reckless—to convict a law 
enforcement officer for misconduct in a federal prosecution; 

• limits qualified immunity as a defense to liability in a private civil action against a law 
enforcement officer or state correctional officer; and 

• authorizes the Department of Justice to issue subpoenas in investigations of police 
departments for a pattern or practice of discrimination.  

 
The bill also creates a national registry—the National Police Misconduct Registry—to compile 
data on complaints and records of police misconduct. 
 
H.R. 7120 establishes a framework to prohibit racial profiling at the federal, state, and local 
levels. 
 
The bill also establishes new requirements for law enforcement officers and agencies, including 
to report data on use-of-force incidents, to obtain training on implicit bias and racial profiling, 
and to wear body cameras. 
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Downs Government Affairs, LLC  

Monthly Report for Dakota County, MN 
 
 

 

 
 
Relevant Federal Funding Opportunity for Dakota County 
 
Agency:  U.S. Department of Transportation, Federal Highway Administration 
Program:  Work Zone Data Exchange Demonstration 
Maximum Grant Award:  $2,400,000 
Closing Date for Applications:  August 3, 2020 
Program Description:  The purpose of this research program is to increase the safety of the 
traveling public through the production of consistent public work zone data feeds across 
jurisdictions.  The program provides funding for public roadway operators to make unified work 
zone data feeds available for use by third parties and collaborate on specification development. 
Link to grants.gov:  https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=327731 
 
We trust this report is of use to you. 
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DAKOTA COUNTY GENERAL GOVERNMENT AND POLICY COMMITTEE 
 

 
Update And Direction On CARES Act Funding Overall Spending Plan 

 
Meeting Date: 7/7/2020 Fiscal/FTE Impact: 
Item Type: Regular-Information  None  Other 
Division: County Administration/County Board  Current budget  Amendment requested 
Department: County Administration  New FTE(s) requested 
Contact: Smith, Matt Board Goal: Excellence in public service 
Contact Phone: (651) 438-4590 Public Engagement Level:  N/A 
Prepared by: Johnson, Jessica 
 
PURPOSE/ACTION REQUESTED 
Receive an update on additional Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act spending 
opportunities, and provide direction on an overall spending plan for funds designated to Dakota County. 
 
SUMMARY 
The CARES Act provides the U.S. Department of Commerce’s Economic Development Administration (EDA) with 
$1.5 billion for economic development assistance programs to help communities prevent, prepare for, and respond 
to the coronavirus pandemic. Under the CARES Act, direct appropriations to larger jurisdictions with populations 
greater than 500,000 were made at a level of $175/capita. The State of Minnesota received $1.87 billion in CARES 
funding, of which up to 45 percent may be distributed to local jurisdictions (like Dakota County) that did not receive 
direct Federal appropriations. 
 
The Minnesota Legislature and Executive Branch have discussed various alternative methods and amounts 
of CARES funding to allocate to counties and other local government units. On Thursday, June 25, Governor Walz 
announced a plan for distribution of the funding. Under the released plan, Dakota County is eligible for 
approximately $52 million. Dakota County submitted the required Coronavirus Relief Fund Certification Form on 
Friday, June 26, and it is expected that payments will be distributed approximately 6-8 business days after that 
date. 
 
Eligible uses of CARES Act funding are specified by the U.S. Department of the Treasury (see 
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/Coronavirus-Relief-Fund-Frequently-Asked-Questions.pdf). In general, 
CARES Act funding may be used to cover costs that: 

1. are necessary expenditures incurred due to the public health emergency with respect to the Coronavirus 
Disease 2019 (COVID–19); 
2. were not accounted for in the budget most recently approved as of March 27, 2020 (the date of 
enactment of the CARES Act) for the State or government; and 
3. were incurred during the period that begins on March 1, 2020 and ends on December 30, 2020. 
 

Under the guidance received from the U.S. Treasury, and current data on COVID-19 spending, staff estimate that 
eligible County costs that could be recovered from CARES Act funds would total approximately $27 million. Under 
the total funding amount approved by Governor Walz, this would leave significant funding available to help alleviate 
COVID-19 impacts (health and economic) for households, businesses, and community institutions in the County. 
Once funds are distributed, policy decisions by the Board on how to allocate CARES Act dollars will be necessary 
quickly, as funds must be expended by the end of 2020. 
 
At the June 16, 2020, General Government and Policy Committee meeting, staff provided an overview of CARES 
Act spending options. Additional proposals have been prepared, and staff will provide recommendations for Board 
consideration, and seek Board direction and any necessary authority at this point to continue the process of 
allocating and distributing CARES Act funds within Dakota County. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends Board review and comments on additional spending opportunities for CARES Act Funding, and 
direction on an overall spending plan. 
 
EXPLANATION OF FISCAL/FTE IMPACTS 
None. 
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Supporting Documents: Previous Board Action(s): 

    
    
    
    
    
    
 
RESOLUTION 
Information only; no action requested. 
 
 
 
 
County Manager’s Comments:  Reviewed by (if required): 

☐

☐☐

☐ Recommend Action  
☒

☒☒

☒ County Attorney’s Office 

☐

☐☐

☐ 

  

 

Do Not Recommend Action  
☒

☒☒

☒ 

  

 

Financial Services 

☐

☐☐

☐ 

  

 

Reviewed---No Recommendation  
☒

☒☒

☒ 

  

 

Risk Management 

☒

☒☒

☒ 

  

 

Reviewed---Information Only  
☐

☐☐

☐ 

  

 

Employee Relations 

☐

☐☐

☐ 

  

 

Submitted at Commissioner Request  
☐

☐☐

☐ 

  

 

Information Technology 

 

  

 

  
☐

☐☐

☐ 

  

 

Facilities Management 

 

 

 
 

 

   County Manager  
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DAKOTA COUNTY GENERAL GOVERNMENT AND POLICY COMMITTEE 
 

 
Authorization For Dakota County Community Development Agency To Implement A Small Business Relief 

Program Using Cares Act Funds   
 
Meeting Date: 7/7/2020 Fiscal/FTE Impact: 
Item Type: Regular-Action  None  Other 
Division: Physical Development  Current budget  Amendment requested 
Department: Physical Development Administration  New FTE(s) requested 
Contact: Stwora, Erin Board Goal: A great place to live  
Contact Phone: (952) 891-7153 Public Engagement Level:  N/A 
Prepared by: Alfson, Lisa 
 
PURPOSE/ACTION REQUESTED 
Authorize the Dakota County Community Development Agency (CDA) to implement a small business relief program 

with CARES Act funds, subject to the allocation of funds from the State of Minnesota. 

 
SUMMARY 
The creation of a small business relief program was first discussed by the Dakota County Board of Commissioners 
at the June 16, 2020 General Government and Policy Committee, as an eligible use of Dakota County’s anticipated 
allocation of Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act Coronavirus Relief Funds (CRF). The 
program was further discussed at the June 30, 2020 Special Board meeting. 
 
The proposed Dakota County Small Business Relief Program (Program) is designed to provide eligible businesses 
a one-time emergency grant up to $10,000 to businesses with 20 or fewer employees that have been adversely 
impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic and the COVID-19 peacetime emergency. Proposed Program guidelines 
have been drafted for the Board’s consideration with eligibility criteria, application process, and timeframes 
(Attachment A).  
 
The draft guidelines mirror the small business relief programs implemented by peer counties, with a few variations. 
The components of the draft guidelines can all be revised per the direction of the County Board.  
 
CDA staff are in the process of securing a potential third-party Program Administrator that has administered both 
the Hennepin County and Scott County small business relief programs.  
 
The CDA has discussed the potential Program with Dakota County cities, with cities providing input on the 
proposed guidelines. Several cities have expressed interest in designating a portion of their anticipated CRF 
allocation to the Program to fund more businesses within their communities. The potential third-party Program 
Administrator can implement the program with both County and city-specific funds. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Dakota County and CDA staff recommend authorizing the Dakota County CDA to implement a small business relief 
program, on behalf of Dakota County, with the use of CARES Act funding, subject to the allocation of funds from 

the State of Minnesota. 
 
EXPLANATION OF FISCAL/FTE IMPACTS 
Authorize up to $10 million plus administration costs of CARES Act CRF for Dakota County CDA to administer and 
disburse grants to eligible small businesses. 
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Supporting Documents: Previous Board Action(s): 

Attachment A: Proposed Program Guidelines   
Attachment B: DEED Small Business Relief Program   
    
    
    
    
 
RESOLUTION 
WHEREAS, the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act was signed into law by President Trump 
on March 27, 2020, providing the State of Minnesota $1.87 billion, of which 45 percent may be distributed to local 
jurisdictions; and 
 
WHEREAS, Dakota County is anticipated to receive an allocation of CARES funds from the State of Minnesota that 
must meet the eligibility criteria established by the U.S. Department of the Treasury; and 
 
WHEREAS, creation of a small business relief program was first discussed by the Dakota County Board of 
Commissioners at the June 16, 2020 General Government and Policy Committee, as an eligible use of Dakota 
County’s anticipated allocation CARES Act funds; and 
 
WHEREAS, the proposed Dakota County Small Business Relief Program (Program) would serve businesses that 
have been adversely impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic and the COVID-19 peacetime emergency; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Program would provide up to $10,000 of grant funds for up to three months of operating expenses, 
including rent/lease payments, mortgage payments, utilities, payments to suppliers, tax payments, or other critical 
non-payroll business expenses as approved by an authorized Program Administrator; and 
  
WHEREAS, the Program would serve the following businesses:  

• Have 20 or fewer employees and/or $1,000,000 or less in annual revenue  
• Have at least one at least one W-2 eligible employee (or owner) as of March 1, 2020   
• Be locally owned and operated for-profit or 501(c)3 non-profit organization with a physical location, whether 

owned or leased, located in Dakota County  
• Registered with the Minnesota Secretary of State and have been in business since December 1, 2019   
• Demonstrate the business was adversely affected by Executive Orders related to COVID-19 business 

restrictions 
• Demonstrate a significant loss in revenue since March 15, 2020 (no credit score or collateral requirements 

apply)  
• In good regulatory standing with State, City and County 

 
; and 
  
WHEREAS, the following businesses would be ineligible for the Program:  

• Businesses that do not have a physical address in Dakota County   
• Home based businesses   
• Corporate-owned, multi-state chains   

o Franchisees are considered eligible businesses   
• Businesses that derive any income from adult-oriented uses  
• Businesses in default conditions prior to February 29, 2020  
• Businesses that derive income from passive investments, real estate transactions, property rentals or 

property management, billboards, multi-level marketing or registered lobbying 
 
; and 
 
WHEREAS, businesses that have applied for and/or were awarded any COVID-related federal funding, such as the 
Small Business Administration (SBA) Economic Injury Disaster Loan (EIDL) or Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) are 
eligible for this grant; and 
 
WHEREAS, businesses that have been awarded or have received COVID-related emergency funds through the State 
of Minnesota Small Business Emergency Loan (SBEL) or other locally funded business relief programs are ineligible for 
this grant; and 
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WHEREAS, the Program will be administered and implemented by the Dakota County Community Development 
Agency with a third-party administrator. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the Dakota County Board of Commissioners hereby authorizes the 
Dakota County Community Development Agency to implement, on behalf of Dakota County, a small business relief 
program with the use of up to $10 million plus administration costs of CARES Act funding, subject to the allocation 
of funds by the State of Minnesota. 
 
 
 
 
County Manager’s Comments:  Reviewed by (if required): 

☒

☒☒

☒ Recommend Action  
☒

☒☒

☒ County Attorney’s Office 

☐

☐☐

☐ 

  

 

Do Not Recommend Action  
☒

☒☒

☒ 

  

 

Financial Services 

☐

☐☐

☐ 

  

 

Reviewed---No Recommendation  
☒

☒☒

☒ 

  

 

Risk Management 

☐

☐☐

☐ 

  

 

Reviewed---Information Only  
☐

☐☐

☐ 

  

 

Employee Relations 

☐

☐☐

☐ 

  

 

Submitted at Commissioner Request  
☐

☐☐

☐ 

  

 

Information Technology 

 

  

 

  
☐

☐☐

☐ 

  

 

Facilities Management 

 

 

 
 

 

   County Manager  
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Dakota County Small Business Relief Program (Proposed Guidelines) 

1 

 

 

The purpose of the Dakota County Small Business Relief Program (the “Program”) is to provide 

temporary financial support to small businesses in Dakota County adversely impacted by the COVID-

19 pandemic and the COVID-19 peacetime emergency. The goal of the Program is to help 

businesses through the current economic crisis and prevent blight in neighborhoods that may result 
from disinvestment. 

 

Terms 

• Businesses may apply one time for an emergency grant up to $10,000, based on economic 

hardship from COVID-19. Funds shall be used exclusively for the following eligible expenses:  

o Up to three months of operating expenses, including rent/lease payments, mortgage 

payments, utilities, payments to suppliers, tax payments, or other critical non-payroll 

business expenses as approved by the Program Administrator. 

 

Eligible Businesses 

• Have 20 full-time (or equivalent) or fewer employees and/or $1 million or less in annual 

revenue 

o Have at least one W-2 eligible employee (or owner1) as of March 1, 2020  

• Be locally owned and operated for-profit or 501(c)3 non-profit organization with a physical, 

location, whether owned or leased, located in Dakota County 

• Registered with the Minnesota Secretary of State and have been in business since December 

1, 2019  

• Demonstrate the business was adversely affected by Executive Orders related to COVID-19 

business restrictions  

o Demonstrate a significant loss in revenue since March 15, 2020 (no credit score or 

collateral requirements apply); and 

• In good regulatory standing with State, City and County 

Ineligible Businesses 

o Business that do not have a physical address in Dakota County  

o Home based businesses  

o Corporate-owned, multi-state chains  

§ Franchisees are considered eligible businesses  

o Businesses that derive any income from adult-oriented uses 

o Businesses in default conditions prior to February 29, 2020 

o Businesses that derive income from passive investments, real estate transactions, 

property rentals or property management, billboards, multi-level marketing or registered 
lobbying. 

 

 

                                                           
1
 If self-employed business, must be able to demonstrate that majority of annual income is from applicant business 
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Dakota County Small Business Relief Program (Proposed Guidelines) 

2 

 

Businesses that have applied for and/or were awarded any COVID-related federal funding, 

such as the Small Business Administration (SBA) Economic Injury Disaster Loan (EIDL) or 
Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) are eligible for this grant.  

However, to serve as many businesses as possible, duplication of state and local COVID-

related emergency funds is not allowed. Businesses that have been awarded or have received 

COVID-related emergency funds through the State of Minnesota Small Business Emergency 
Loan (SBEL) are ineligible for this grant.  

Application Process  

• Applications will be accepted for a two-week period. 

• If applications exceed available funding, a randomization process will be used to determine 

final grant recipients.  

• All applicants will be notified by email on or before DATE. 

• Upon notice of an approved application, the following documentation must be provided to the 

Program Administrator within five business days: 

o 2019 Federal Business Tax return or appropriate business tax schedule – based on 

entity type. 

§ Businesses that have not yet completed a 2019 Federal Return are eligible to 

apply and substitute other documentation of revenue, and will need to provide 

their 2019 Federal Return when completed 

o Evidence of revenue loss due to COVID-19 pandemic and peacetime emergency. 

Applicant should submit documentation that best demonstrates the impact and is 

deemed acceptable to Program Administrator. 

§ Examples of acceptable documentation include: Sales Tax Reporting; Period 

Statements from 3rd party sales platforms; merchant services statements; and 

point-of-sale or register reports 

o Evidence of employment prior to March 1, 2020. Acceptable documentation may 

include: period reporting from a 3rd party payroll processor; applicant’s Federal Form 

941/Employer’s Quarterly Federal Tax Return; or other State or Federal payroll-related 

filing. 

o Evidence of grant eligible expenses that occurred in past three months, (e.g. rent/lease 

agreement, utility statements, supplier invoices, tax payments, payments to suppliers, 

etc.). Provide documentation that expenses total or exceed the amount requested in 

grant application  

• Failure to submit required documentation will result in forfeiture of grant award. 

• Upon notice review and acceptance of additional documentation, the business will enter into a 

grant agreement with Dakota County.  

• Terms will be included in the grant agreement, including the reporting requirement to provide 

information to the CDA 90 days after execution of grant on status of business and actual use of 

grant funds.  

 

Note: Dakota County reserves the right to revise these guidelines as needed to best address the 

impact of the current pandemic. 
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Program Information: 
This program will award more than $60 million, in grants worth $10,000 each, to businesses owned by Minnesota 

residents that experienced financial hardship as a result of the COVID-19 outbreak. This program is funded by the 

federal Coronavirus Relief Fund. Awards will be evenly allocated between the 7-county metropolitan area and Greater 

Minnesota. Winners will be chosen in a lottery (i.e. random selection process) by the State. Qualified local and regional 

non-profit agencies will administer the awards. Businesses may use the grants to cover business expenses incurred 

since March 1, 2020.  These awards are grants, not loans. 

 

Priority considerations: 
Businesses that are majority-owned by military veterans, women, and ethnic or racial minorities; that employ 6 people 

or fewer; and that were significantly impacted by Executive Order 20-56 (i.e. with their operations restricted to 50% or 

less of normal capacity) will receive some priority in the selection process. 

Eligibility Requirements: The business must: 

- Have a permanent physical location in Minnesota. 

- Be majority-owned by permanent residents of Minnesota. 

- Employ 50 full-time (or equivalent) workers or fewer on March 1, 2020. 

- Be able to show financial hardship as a result of the COVID-19 outbreak. 

- Be in good standing with the Minnesota Secretary of State as of March 1, 2020. 

 

The business must: 

- NOT have received funds under Small Business Emergency Loan (SBEL) program. 

- NOT be a home-based business (except for child-care providers). 

- NOT be a non-profit organization. 

- NOT be on the list of additional ineligible businesses.  

Additional Ineligible Businesses 

- A business manufacturing, distributing, selling or conducting related activities of sexually explicit materials. 

- A business deriving income from passive investments without operational ties to operating businesses. 

- A business primarily focusing on speculative activities based on fluctuations in price rather than the normal 

course of trade. 

- A business earning more than half of its annual net revenue from lending. 

- A business engaging in pyramid sales, where a participant's primary incentive is based on the sales of an 

ever-increasing number of participants. 

- A business engaging in activities prohibited by federal law or applicable law in the local jurisdiction of the 

business. 

- A business engaging in gambling enterprises, unless the business earns less than 50% of its annual net 

revenue from lottery sales 

DEED Small Business Relief Grant 

More information on the program is available here: https://mn.gov/deed/business/financing-business/deed-

programs/relief/ 
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Other Conditions: 

- Please submit only one application per business. An eligible business may receive at most one grant under 

this program, regardless of other related business locations and their locations in Minnesota. 

- Please submit only one application per owner. A business owner may receive at most one grant, 

regardless of the number of businesses owned with an ownership share of 20% or more. 

- All questions require answers, unless labeled as optional. 

Definition: Home-based Business 

A home-based business uses the owner’s home (or dedicated space within the home) as its principal place of 

business. The owner's home (or a dedicated space) is used regularly and exclusively for administration or 

management of a trade or business, and the owner has no other fixed location where administration or 

management of the business substantially occurs. (IRS Publication 587) 
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