
 
DAKOTA COUNTY 

PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
 

Meeting Minutes 
May 12, 2020 

 
 
Call To Order And Roll Call 
Commissioner Mike Slavik  
Commissioner Kathleen A. Gaylord  
Commissioner Thomas A. Egan  
Commissioner Joe Atkins  
Commissioner Liz Workman  
Commissioner Mary Liz Holberg  
Commissioner Chris Gerlach 
 
Also in attendance: Matt Smith, County Manager; Tom Donely, Assistant County Attorney; Steve Mielke, Physical 
Development Division Director; Liz Hansen, Administrative Coordinator. 

 
Due to the local state of emergency and social distancing, Commissioners participated in this meeting 
via videoconference and the Physical Development Committee of the Whole meeting was conducted under Minn. 
Stat. § 13D.021. 
 
Video and audio of this County Board meeting are available on the Dakota County website. 
  
The meeting was called to order at 9:02 a.m. by Chair Thomas A. Egan. Commissioner Gerlach joined the 
meeting at 9:09 a.m. 
 
 
Audience 
 
Chair Egan noted that all public comments can be sent to CountyAdmin@co.dakota.mn.us. It is noted that no 
comments came into the County Administration inbox. 
 
Approval Of Agenda (Additions/Corrections/Deletions) 
 
On a motion by Commissioner Mike Slavik, seconded by Commissioner Mary Liz Holberg, the agenda was 
unanimously approved. 
 
Consent Agenda 
 
On a motion by Commissioner Kathleen A. Gaylord, seconded by Commissioner Joe Atkins, the consent agenda 
was unanimously approved as follows: 
 
4.1 Approval Of Minutes Of Meeting Held On April 14, 2020 
 
4.2 Planning Commission Update 
 
This item was on the agenda for informational purposes only. 
 
4.3 Authorization To Execute Amendment To 2020 Natural Resources Temporary Staff Budget 
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WHEREAS, by Resolution 18-106 (February 27, 2018), the County Board approved the Conservation Partners 
Legacy (CPL) Grant and executed a contract with the State for Dakota Lake Phase II Oak Woodland 
Enhancement within Lebanon Hills Regional Park; and  

WHEREAS, the grant agreement allows funding in the amount of $9,920 for reimbursement of seasonal 
technicians; and  

WHEREAS, by Resolution 17-213 (April 18, 2017), the County Board approved the CPL Grant and executed a 
contract with the State for Jensen Lake Phase II Oak Woodland and Savanna Enhancement within Lebanon Hills 
Regional Park; and  

WHEREAS, the grant agreement allows funding in the amount of $3,000 for reimbursement of seasonal 
technicians; and  

WHEREAS, at the time of grant approval, the funding was anticipated to be used for direct program expenses but 
was used for temporary staff salary; and  

WHEREAS, staff would like to reallocate the associated grant funding to the natural resources temporary staff line 
item in the 2020 Parks operations budget; and  

WHEREAS, these funds are reimbursement for previously completed work; and  

WHEREAS, an amendment to the 2020 Natural Resources temporary staff budget is being sought to include the 
$12,920 from the two previously accepted CPL grants; and  

WHEREAS, the current 2020 Natural Resource temporary staff budget is $104,644; and  

WHEREAS, the amended budget, which would include the $12,920 from the two CPL grants, would be $117,564.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the Dakota County Board of Commissioners hereby authorizes a 
budget amendment to the adopted 2020 Natural Resources temporary staff budget to include $12,920 from two 
previously accepted Conservation Partners Legacy grants, bringing the adopted budget for this line item from 
$104,644 to $117,654; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the 2020 Parks Operating Budget be amended as follows: Expense NR 
Temp Salary $12,920 Salary Chargeback ($12,920) Total Expense $0 
 
4.4 Authorization Of Joint Powers Agreement With City Of Burnsville For Construction And 

Construction Administration Of Lake Marion Greenway-Sunset Park To Murphy Hanrehan Regional 
Park 

 
WHEREAS, by Resolution No. 19-036 (January 22, 2019), the County Board authorized execution of a joint 
powers agreement (JPA) for final design and land acquisition for the Lake Marion Greenway – Sunset Park to 
Murphy Hanrehan Regional Park Reserve; and  

WHEREAS, final design and land acquisition is nearing completion and project bidding is scheduled for upcoming 
construction season; and  

WHEREAS, project construction estimate is $4,110,047 including $400,000 construction administration; and  

WHEREAS, the City of Burnsville received a $1,598,400 Federal Grant to be applied towards project construction; 
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and  

WHEREAS, the City of Burnsville will contribute an additional $615,500 towards overall construction and 
administration costs; and  

WHEREAS, Dakota County will provide the balance of funding estimated at $1,837,360 or based on actual project 
construction costs; and  

WHEREAS, the JPA for construction and construction administration will be based on actual project constructions 
costs; and  

WHEREAS, Dakota County and the City of Burnsville will advance fund the federal share of the project equally to 
be reimbursed at the time federal funding is available in 2021; and  

WHEREAS, upon project completion Dakota County will assume ongoing maintenance responsibilities identified 
in a future supplemental maintenance agreement.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the Dakota County Board of Commissioners hereby authorizes the 
Physical Development Director to execute a joint powers agreement with the City of Burnsville for the Lake 
Marion Regional Greenway – Sunset Park to Murphy Hanrehan Regional Park Reserve final construction and 
construction administration estimated at $1,837,360, subject to approval by the County Attorney’s Office as to 
form. 
 
4.5 Approval Of Grant Application Submittals For Highway Safety Improvement Program 2020 Federal 

Funding Solicitation Process 
 
WHEREAS, in conjunction with the Transportation Advisory Board (TAB), Minnesota Department of 
Transportation is requesting project submittals for federal funding under the Metro Highway Safety Improvement 
Program through the Fixing America’s Surface Transportation Act; and  

WHEREAS, these federal programs fund up to 90 percent of project construction costs; and  

WHEREAS, federal funding of projects reduces the burden on local taxpayers for regional improvements; and  

WHEREAS, non-federal funds must be at least 10 percent of the project costs; and  

WHEREAS, project submittals are due on July 1, 2020; and  

WHEREAS, all projects proposed are consistent with the adopted Dakota County Comprehensive Plan; and  

WHEREAS, subject to federal funding award, the Dakota County Board of Commissioners would be asked to 
consider authorization to execute a grant agreement at a future meeting.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the Dakota County Board of Commissioners hereby approves the 
following County-led projects for submittal to the Transportation Advisory Board for federal funding: County State 
Aid Highway 73 (Oakdale Avenue) at its intersection with County Road 6 (Thompson Avenue) in West St. Paul 
County State Aid Highway 54 (Ravenna Trail) at its intersection with County State Aid Highway 68 (200’th Street 
East) in Ravenna Township 
 
4.6 Approval Of Schematic Design For Judicial Building Weatherproof Vestibule And Amendment Of 

2020 Buildings Capital Improvement Program Budget 
 
This item was on the agenda for informational purposes only. 
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Regular Agenda 
 
5.1 Approval Of Release Of Draft Dakota County Groundwater Plan For Public Review And Scheduling 

Of Public Hearing To Receive Comments On Draft Plan 
 
Jill Trescott, Senior Environmental Specialist, and Valerie Grover, Groundwater Protection Supervisor, presented 
this item and responded to questions. 
 
On a motion by Commissioner Kathleen A. Gaylord, seconded by Commissioner Liz Workman, the following 
resolution was unanimously recommended to the County Board:  

WHEREAS, updating the County Groundwater Plan is a 2020 Board Priority, continuing its priority status from 
2019; and  

WHEREAS, an update on the Groundwater Plan, processes, quality and quantity concerns, and planned 
stakeholder engagement was presented to the Physical Development Committee of the Whole on February 12, 
2019; and  

WHEREAS, the Dakota County Board of Commissioners (Board) discussed the proposed goals and possible new 
program opportunities with staff during the October 8, 2019, County Board Workshop; and  

WHEREAS, the purpose of the Groundwater Plan is to provide strategic direction for the County’s involvement in 
groundwater issues and provide access to funding opportunities to support these efforts; and  

WHEREAS, the completed draft Groundwater Plan was developed through research on groundwater quality, 
groundwater quantity, existing and potential strategies, stakeholder response to potential new strategies, and 
guidance provided by the Board during the County Workshop; and  

WHEREAS, two rounds of public engagement were conducted during the process to identify issues, concerns, 
and potential opportunities and to prioritize potential new strategies; and  

WHEREAS, the technical advisory group convened five times throughout the plan development process to review 
and comment on researched issues, public concerns, and potential strategies; and  

WHEREAS, the Dakota County Planning Commission reviewed the draft Plan at its April 23, 2020 meeting with a 
recommendation to the Physical Development Committee of the Whole to release the draft Plan for a 60-day 
public review period; and  

WHEREAS, a public hearing is requested for September 1, 2020, at 9:00 a.m. to receive comments on the draft 
Plan; and  

WHEREAS, meetings of the County Board are held in the Boardroom, Administration Center, 1590 Highway 55, 
Hastings, MN, except due to the ongoing impacts from the COVID-19 virus, the Board is conducting public 
meetings via telephone or other electronic means pursuant to Minn. Stat. § 13D.021 and will continue to do so 
long as it is not practical or prudent to hold in-person meetings because of the COVID-19 health pandemic 
emergency declared under Minn. Stat. Chapter 12 by the Minnesota Governor Tim Walz and the Dakota County 
Board of Commissioners pursuant to Res. No. 20-139; and  

WHEREAS, updated information on the manner of the public meeting can be found on the Dakota County website 
at www.dakotacounty.us; and  

WHEREAS, the public may submit comments for the public hearing via email to CountyAdmin@co.dakota.mn.us; 

http://www.dakotacounty.us/
mailto:CountyAdmin@co.dakota.mn.us
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and  

WHEREAS, if the September 1, 2020, County Board meeting is conducted via telephone or other electronic 
means, Dakota County will provide the public the ability to participate and hear all discussion and comments 
during the public hearing by telephone or other electronic means; and  

WHEREAS, Dakota County continues to work to improve the technology and process for remote participation for 
public meetings during this local emergency and will provide notice of any change in the process.  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the Dakota County Board of Commissioners hereby approves 
release of the draft Groundwater Plan for a 60-day public review period from May 20 to July 20, 2020; and  

BE IT FUTHER RESOLVED, That the Dakota County Board of Commissioners hereby schedules a public hearing 
for September 1, 2020, at 9:00 a.m. in the Boardroom, Administration Center, 1590 Highway 55, Hastings, 
Minnesota or via telephone or other electronic means to receive public comments on the draft Plan in accordance 
with Minnesota Statute § 103B.255. 
 
Division Director Update 
 
 Steve Mielke, Physical Development Director, provided the Committee with a Division update. 
 
Adjournment 
 
On a motion by Commissioner Kathleen A. Gaylord, seconded by Commissioner Mike Slavik, the meeting was 
adjourned at 9:43 a.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Liz Hansen 
________________________ 
Liz Hansen 
Administrative Coordinator 
Physical Development Division 
 


