
 

Dakota County Library Advisory Committee  
May 13, 2021 

5:30 p.m. 
 

Present:  Mr. Ramel, Mr. Reibert, Mr. Hendricks, Ms. Schoenecker; Ms. Quick 

 

Library Staff: Margaret Stone, Library Director; Jennifer Reichert Simpson, Deputy Director; and Kathy Peterson, 
Admin support. 

Consent agenda was approved with no comments or discussion. 

 

Membership Terms:  Mr. Ramel is the only member who will be cycling off the committee this year.  All others 
may reapply for the appointment.  Mention was made that committee members should be aware of their term limits 
and be thinking of people who might be interested in filling the position.  Ms. Stone said that Youth positions are 
generally difficult to due to the commitment and the travel involved. 

 
Director’s Report: Ms. Stone reported that the budget process has begun and that it will remain flat, as expected.  
She said she had no requests except that the library seriously consider not reinstating fines.  She asked that 
committee members speak to the commissioners about the idea.  Ms. Stone walked through the planned 
reopening phases using the provided infographic.  Each step will require lots of work and some refresher training.  
There may also be a need to rebuild the clientele after the pandemic.  The biggest challenge, she said, will be 
covering the increase in open hours given the current staffing levels.  Ms. Stone also share positive reactions from 
customers to programs and outreach that the library offered in response to some of the tragedies that have 
occurred.  
 
Updates:  Dakota County Library was an IMLS finalist this year and will try again in a few years.  The City of South 
St. Paul is now considering the proposals made and will be taking a recommendation to the County Board in early 
June for a vote to accept/not accept the South St. Paul library into the Dakota County system. 
 
 
Member Updates:  Ms. Quick said she was very impressed with Libby. She and Mr. Hendricks talked about the 
Bike Rodeo in W. St. Paul; an event put on by the library and the local police providing helmets, safety training and 
games. 
 
Question was raised about the level of interest in resuming in person meetings at the various libraries.  Ms. Stone 
and Ms. Reichert Simpson assured committee members that whatever is decided-in person, hybrid or a mix-that a 
virtual option will always be offered.  
 
 
Adjournment:  Meeting adjourned at 6:15. The next meeting is July 8, 2021. 
  


