
 

Dakota County Library Advisory Committee  
January 14, 2021 

5:30 p.m. 

 
Present:  Mr. Ramel, Ms. Harms, Mr. Reibert, Mr. Hendricks, Ms. Schnoenecker 

Library Staff: Margaret Stone, Library Director; Heather Stephenson, Assistant Director; Jennifer Reichert 
Simpson, Deputy Director; Maureen Gormley, Digital Services Manager and Kathy Peterson, Admin support 

Due to precautions taken in light of the corona virus, the meeting was held by Zoom. Mr. Hendricks called 
the meeting to order at 5:30. There were no public comments and roll was called.  Consent agenda and 
acceptance of gifts of up to $500 were approved unanimously with no discussion. 

Introduction of New Member:  Ms. Stone introduced Patricia Schoenecker as the new representative from 
District 7. Ms. Schoenecker has a lifelong appreciation of libraries and values citizen involvement in local 
government. 

Election of Committee Officers:  Mr. Hendricks and Mr. Ramel were unanimously re-elected to their respective 
offices of Chari and Vice-chair respectively with no discussion or opposition. 
 
New eBook Vendor:  Ms. Gormley updated the committee on the process and selection of a new vendor for DCL 
eBooks.  With the purchase of RB Digital by Overdrive and subsequent RFI, Overdrive was selected and their app 
“Libby” will be available mid-February.  Libby is compatible with Kindle and also DCL will be able to share 
collections with other MELSA libraries. 
 
South St. Paul Library:  Ms. Stone reported that the program study is moving quickly and that the report will be 
finished by April.  It will then go before the County Board in May where it will then be decided if the South St. Paul 
library will become part of the Dakota County Library system or remain under the purview of the City of South St. 
Paul. 
 
Director’s Report: Ms. Stone said she did not have much to add except that she is pleased to report that that 
library will be able to fill several of the staff vacancies.  She is still considering what kind of hours and services will 
be sustainable as Dakota County begins to look at increasing open hours.  She reiterated that “we will be where 
we are” for some time and that she remains hopeful and watchful. 
 
Member Updates:  Mr. Reibert said that he enjoyed listening to audio books on his drive to Arizona. Mr. Hendricks 
expressed appreciation for the Braver Angels communication workshops that are being sponsored through-out 
Dakota County and online. These promote conversation skills between red and blue participants across the 
political divide. 
 
Adjournment:  Meeting adjourned at 6:15. The next meeting is March 11, 2021 
  


