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Response: The Burnsville Aging Signals Study was completed in 2017 and identified a signal or roundabout as potential 
traffic control options at aintersection. The roundabout would provide a higher safety benefit while the signal replacement 
would have a lower installation cost. The roundabout was identified as a viable option if cost could be reduced, and additional 
funding is provided.

In 2020, Dakota County and the City of Burnsville reassessed the intersection. Mailings and a public comment period were 
provided. The roundabout was identified as the preferred traffic control option and federal safety improvement funding was 
applied for, in line with the 2017 recommendations.

In 2021, Dakota County received the funding to improve safety at the intersection with a roundabout.

This current study is being conducted to determine design elements and is in support of the roundabout design. See the 
Project Overview and Open House Display Boards accessible from the project website for more information.

What studies have been done?

Response: There have been a total of 31 reported crashes over the last five years (2017 to 2021), an average 
of 6.2 crashes per year. Of these crashes, approximately half (17) are right angle or left turn crashes. Nine 
crashes at the intersection resulted in personal injuries. Right angle crashes and left turn crashes are the 
most common and are the type of crashes that a roundabout typically eliminates. Right angle crashes and 
left turn crashes typically occur at higher speeds and may result in injuries or fatalities.

What is the crash history of the intersection?

Response: The 3-lane conversion of CR 11 occurred in 2016. Prior to 2016, 24 crashes occurred at the intersection from 2012 
to 2015, an average of 6.0 crashes per year.

What about the crash data from other years before?

Response: The current signal was installed in 1986 and is nearing the end of its service life. Many of the types of crashes 
occurring at the intersection typically do not occur at signalized intersections, are high speed, and are resulting in injuries. A 
roundabout would be anticipated to alleviate many of these crashes, especially crashes that occur at high rates of speed due 
to the design of the roundabout which slows traffic down.

Additionally, analysis of the intersection indicates that it is not currently justified based on the warrants in the Minnesota 
Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices. When a signal is not justified traffic control options typically include stop sign 
control or a roundabout.

Why can’t the signal stay?

Co. Rd. 11 /Burnsville Pkwy
Roundabout

Response: A single lane roundabout is being proposed for the intersection to increase safety and maintain  
acceptable traffic operations.

Why a roundabout?

https://www.co.dakota.mn.us/Transportation/TransportationStudies/Past/Pages/burnsville-aging-signal-study.aspx


Response: Final cost estimates have not been completed. The construction cost for a single lane roundabout is typically 
around $1.1-$1.3 million. A typical traffic signal replacement with ADA ped ramp and push button upgrades is in the range of 
$750,000 to $1 million. The addition of city utility improvements would typically be included with a roundabout but may occur 
independently with another project when a signal is reconstructed.

Response: The roundabout being proposed at the intersection is a single lane roundabout. This will allow 
pedestrians to cross one lane at time due to the center median island. Dakota County has information on 
how to use a roundabout as a pedestrian or cyclist. See tinyurl.com/yx4eyt4c.

What are the estimated costs?

How do pedestrians cross at a roundabout? 

Response: Roundabouts are increasing in number throughout the region, with many coming to Burnsville 
and other local communities. Driver’s Education programs and the Minnesota Driver’s Manual (tinyurl.com/
v2rxn9x9) now include specific information on roundabouts.

Dakota County has information on how to drive a roundabout on their website. See tinyurl.com/43eymym5 
and tinyurl.com/299y66r5. 

Response: The roundabout is scheduled for construction in summer 2024. The construction staging and phasing schedule 
has not been identified at this time but will likely include a partial or full closure of the intersection. The regional detour is 
anticipated to be Highway 13, Cliff Road (CSAH 32), and I-35E. 

How do I drive a roundabout?

Where will people be detoured to during construction?
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