County Road 66/62 Area Interchange with
Highway 52, Vermillion Township
Public Engagement Summary (Fall 2021)
The following pages provide a summary of information
presented and discussed with residents, Vermillion Township,
and other agencies through the fall of 2021.
A summary of survey results and other feedback received is also
included on the last two pages.

County Road 66/62 & US 52
Interchange Study
Dakota County is working with the Minnesota Department of Transportation (MnDOT)
and Vermillion Township to evaluate needs and design a new interchange with Highway
52 at or near the intersections with County Roads (CR) 66 and 62 in Vermillion Township.
Our team is currently reviewing possible interchange locations and design options.

Study Overview
The intersections of CR 66 and CR 62 with Highway 52 are currently designed
to manage safety through use of restricted turns, with U-turn locations near the
intersections. Restricted-access intersections have proven safer than conventional
all-way intersections on high-speed roads like Highway 52.
As traffic increases, safety and mobility will be harder to manage using the current
intersections. Therefore, Dakota County proposes to design an interchange at or
near the current main intersection, at County Road 66 & Highway 52, at County Road
62 & Highway 52 (one mile to the north), or at other alternative locations in the study
area. A new interchange should generally include a bridge or bridges at Highway
52 with ramps connecting the county road(s) and other design elements to address
changes to property access.
We understand a new interchange in this area will need to balance
many needs and issues, including transportation safety and mobility,
Vermillion River natural resources and recreation, agricultural lands,
and community benefits and impacts.
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If you have any comments or questions, please contact the project
manager Doug Abere at doug.abere@co.dakota.mn.us or 952-891-7101

To learn more, visit www.dakotacounty.us
and search county road 66

Study Overview
The County Road (CR) 66/62 & Hwy 52 Study is being conducted to explore the
need for improved connections between CR 66/62 and US Highway 52.
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The Study will help determine if a new interchange
should be built within study area.

Transportation Issues & Needs
Figure 1.1 - Standard At-Grade Expressway Intersection Layout

Transportation Issues & Needs
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• Highway 52 Segment in Project
Area

• Vermillion River crossing
• Two County Road intersections
• Property access off of
Highway 52
• Highway 52 is high speed
• High crashes and safety concerns
prior to RCUTs
• Reduced Conflict U-Turn
Intersections (RCUTs) installed

• CR 66 (2014) and CR 62 (2017)
• RCUTs lowered crashes… but
the CR 66 intersection is still
above critical crash rate
• Drivers may have difficulty
judging gaps at this location
• It is anticipated that traffic
will increase over time. An
interchange is being considered
to improve safety and mobility.

Reduced
conflictAt-Grade
U-turnExpressway
(RCUT) intersection
layout.
Figure
1.2 - Standard
Intersection Layout

At an RCI, vehicles on the mainline retain full access while those on the crossroad may only make right
turns. Vehicles on the crossroad wishing to either turn left onto the mainline or continue straight through
on the crossroad must make a right turn onto the mainline then make a U-turn to get onto the opposing
direction of the mainline. Those vehicles can then turn right onto the crossroad or stay on the mainline.
While the travel distance for those vehicles is increased, travel time is typically not significantly impacted
due to the need to only find gaps in one direction of opposing traffic at a time at an RCI.
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Study Considerations
We understand a new interchange in this area
will need to balance many needs and issues.
Transportation

Community &
Natural Resources

• CR 66 & E-W travel

• Empire & City of Vermillion

• TH 52 & N-S travel

• Project neighbors

• County & township roads,
network

• HAFA Farm

• Safety

• DNR Aquatic Management
Areas

• Mobility, convenience,
reliability
• Property and farm access

• Vermillion River & tributaries

• Recreation – fishing, & more
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TH 52 in Dakota County
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Making Progress:
The improvements made
along Highway 52 over the
past twenty years bring
us closer to achieving the
Partnership’s vision of
upgrading the corridor to a
freeway between Rochester
and the Twin Cities. To
date, 75 percent of the
projects along the corridor
have been completed.
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East - West Roadway Connection
2006 Dakota County
East - West Corridor
Preservation Study

Dakota County East-West Corridor,
Farmington to Hastings

• Identified preservation
corridors for future eastwest roadway connections
between Farmington and
Hastings.
• CR 62 (190th St.) and CR
66 (200th St.)
corridors evaluated for a
future interchange.
• The study identified CR 66
for most future investments.
• A bridge across Hwy 52
reduces Hwy 52 traffic,
improves safety and
mobility and serves farm
crossings.

Project Area

Environmental Considerations
Vermillion River
Natural Resources
• Trout stream

Photo Courtesy of Vermillion Watershed

Looking south at CR 66 bridge over south branch of Vermillion River.

iver
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il
Verm

Aquatic
Management
Areas (AMAs)
• Protect, restore and enhance
natural habitat
• Provide public access
for recreational activities
including but not limited to
hunting, fishing, hiking, and
wildlife observation.

Location Alternatives and Possible Impacts

Interchange/quadrant impacts
(2-4 quadrants)

Donnelly Ave

Vermillion

CR 66 Reroute to CR 62 Location

Vermillion

Donnelly Ave

CR 66 Interchange Location

Potential roadway footprint
and cost impacts

Potential Highway 52
access impacts
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County Road 66/62 & US 52 Interchange Study

ENGAGEMENT SUMMARY FALL 2021
PROJECT DESCRIPTION
Dakota County is working with the Minnesota Department of Transportation (MnDOT) and Vermillion
Township to perform a study to explore the need for improved connections between County Road
(CR) 66/CR 62 and US Highway 52 in Vermillion Township. This study will help determine if a new
interchange is needed within the study area.

HOW DID WE
GATHER
FEEDBACK?

Initial engagement for the study included a community survey, public open
house with 70+ attendees, multiple mailed notifications, social media
promotion, email notifications and updates to the study website.

1•
WHAT DID WE
HEAR?

•

Property and access impacts for nearby residents and agricultural
community should be identified.
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•

Vehicle speeds will need to be managed if an overpass is
constructed.

4•

There is an interest in understanding how closing access at either
CR 66 or CR 62 affect flow of traffic in the area.
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There is an interest in understanding how much of an increase in
local traffic is anticipated with the construction of an interchange.
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•

WHAT
SUGGESTIONS
AND
QUESTIONS
DID WE
RECEIVE?

Survey results showed support for the construction of an interchange within the study area.

Consider environmental impacts
to Vermillion River and local
farm land.

The majority of concerns with the
corridor involve safety as a driver
and difficulty crossing US 52.

Opinions vary on preferred location for
constructing an interchange at either
CR 66 or CR 62, with impacts identified
at both locations.

Would adding acceleration lanes
to existing intersections help?

DAKOTA COUNTY, COUNTY ROAD 66 & HWY 52 STUDY

WHAT DID WE
HEAR?

Dakota County conducted a community survey to better understand
existing transportation issues and the level of support for constructing a
potential interchange in the study area.

What are the issues you
experience when using the
CSAH 66/US 52 corridor?
(Select all that apply).

Would you support the
construction of an interchange?
Yes - 65%

Difficulty crossing US 52 – 65%
Safety as a driver – 60%
Amount of time required to access
US 52 – 49%
Vehicle speeds – 45%
Traffic Congestion – 44%
Safety as a pedestrian/biker – 7%

No - 17%
Unsure - 18%
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70%

No Preference 5%

Where would you prefer
a possible interchange
(bridge over US 52 and
ramp connections)?

39%

CSAH 66

36%

CSAH 62

Do not support a
potential interchange
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