
Resources for Schools
Ali Vandercook, Dakota County



Free Labels, Posters & Activity Guides

• Online order form
• Sent directly to your 

school for free

https://www.co.dakota.mn.us/Environment/School/Help/Pages/order-labels.aspx


Best Practices

• Custodial
• Food Service
• Classroom
• Wasted Food

Prevention



School Training Resources

• Email or 
newsletter 
article 
templates

• Presentations 
with talking 
points

• Images and 
icons

https://www.co.dakota.mn.us/Environment/School/Requirements/Pages/school-recycling-education-requirements.aspx


Cafeteria Banners

• Vinyl with 
grommet holes

• 2 feet x 3 feet



Education Kits & Event Containers

• Free to borrow
• Contactless online 

reservation system

https://dakotacounty-envresources.libcal.com/equipment


Free Performances & Field Trip Busing

• Tricia and the 
Toonies Enviro-Fun 
Show

• Grades K-3

• Field Trip Busing
• Grade 4, Student 

Green Teams and 
School Staff

https://www.co.dakota.mn.us/Environment/School/WasteEducation/Pages/performances-and-field-trips.aspx


School Waste Prevention & Recycling 
Grants
• Grants up to $10,000
• Previous grant 

projects:
• Stadium recycling
• Food share tables
• Reusable utensils
• Staff stipends (Green 

Team leader)

https://www.co.dakota.mn.us/Environment/School/Help/Pages/school-waste-prevention-and-recycling-grant.aspx


E-News for Schools

• Sign up online 
(Environmental News for 
Schools)

• Earn recognition for your 
school and students

https://www.co.dakota.mn.us/Pages/ENewsSubscribe.aspx


America Recycles Day: Poster/Video 
Contest

• Deadline: November
• Poster Contest

• 4th grade students

• Video Contest
• Grades 5-12

https://www.co.dakota.mn.us/Environment/School/WasteEducation/Pages/poster-contest.aspx


Free Compost Delivery

• Free compost 
delivery to 
eligible schools

• 1-5 cubic yards 
available

• Eight schools 
received



Coming SOON!

• New student poster
• New staff poster
• Low waste lunch guide



School Recycling Webpage

• www.dakotacounty.us, 
search school 
recycling

• Grants
• Ordinance 

requirements
• Waste education
• Online order form
• School workshop 

presentations

http://www.dakotacounty.us/


Ali Vandercook, Dakota County 
School Recycling Program 
Coordinator

• 952-891-7552
• Ali.vandercook@co.dakota.mn.us

mailto:Ali.vandercook@co.dakota.mn.us
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